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FOREWORD 

 
 
Under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 this Council has a duty to prepare a Local Plan covering the 
whole District. 
 
The Plan sets out a comprehensive framework of policies to enable the Council to control most forms of 
development for the foreseeable future. This control is needed not to resist any changes but to guide proposals so 
that the quality of the local environment is protected and enhanced whenever possible. 
 
There are  considerable and continuous pressures for residential and commercial development, mainly due to 
proximity to London. The District lies within the Metropolitan Green Belt, however, and the relevant policies 
will continue to be rigorously implemented. 
 
The Plan incorporates the principle of   “sustainable development” and therefore encourages, or aims to 
accommodate, new buildings or land uses which are necessary or in the public interest, while protecting the 
District’s environment for the benefit of present and future generations.In my view and that of the Council the 
Plan will succeed in this complex role. 
 
This Plan has been the subject of extensive public consultation.This culminated in a Public Inquiry, which ran 
for several months, and resulted in  modifications which were made available again for public comment. Final 
amendments have consequently been made. 
 
The statutorily adopted Local Plan for Epping Forest District therefore properly belongs to the community and I 
commend it to you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Ron Heath 
 
          Chairman of  Development Committee 
 
          Epping  Forest  District  Council. 
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