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1.1 Introduction
Matching Green occurs on a unique series of patchy geological deposits known as HEAD
GRAVEL, that occupies a linear depression along the summit of the Chalky Boulder Clay
plateau, from Hatfield Heath southwards through High Laver to the Cripsey Brook. They
consist of flinty gravel, suspended in a sandy clay, up to a depth of 7m. Being less
profitably cultivatable, than the rich chalky boulder clay on either side, they were left
formerly as common land. They were probably at the bottom of a glacial outwash channel
across the Chalky Boulder clay, and being more resistant to weathering have survived
while the clay on each side has eroded away since the last ice age.

It is to the credit of Matching Parish Council that they have maintained Matching Green as
open herb rich grassland, with-relatively open well lit ponds, and very few planted trees, -
whereas Hatfield Heath has been significantly damaged over the last 20 years by
haphazard flailing, without collecting the resultant mulch, leading to massive enrichment as
it rots, and consequent development of unsightly, tall rank, weedy vegetation in some
areas, and in other areas by repetitive close mowing. Sadly, Hatfield Heath, on the same
geological deposits, had formerly rivalled Matching Green as one of the most flower rich
greens in the county, is now very poor botanically and particularly unattractive before and
after mowing. The ponds on Hatfield Heath have been allowed to scrub over with willows
and sallows, which have sucked out the water so that they are no longer visible and just
consist of putrid remnants. Both greens were formerly maintained as lightly grazed, open,
common land, on which a few horses, sheep, cattle and geese served to keep the
vegetation open, with the ponds kept free of surrounding scrub for watering the stock.

Unfortunately, Matching Green has still lost some of its biological diversity due years of
gang mowing through the 1980's and most of the 1990's. There is also increasing
pressure on the Green from car parking. However, it is still recoverable and much of the
Green (light green areas on the map) is still quite herb rich. With the enlightened
management regime over the last few years, a Common Spotted Orchid has returned to
the Green, as has the spectacular Quaking Grass.

However, Cowslips, Violets and Sulphur Clover, have yet to return. Sadly, Matching Green
was the last site in Essex for the very rare and attractive mint, Penny Royal (once used as
an abortant). It was finally lost when one of the ponds was in filled in the 1970s. (Perhaps
it could be reintroduced from U.K. seed??) The secret of maintaining an attractive flower-
rich grassland, is either to cut and remove the cuttings as hay, or to graze lightly with
cattle, sheep or horses over the winter, or both. Harlow B.C. manage most of their flower-
rich green areas (e.g. Harlow Common) by allowing light grazing by gypsy ponies, as does
Basildon Council. Either way, the important factor is removal of the resultant vegetation so
that the soil remains nutrient poor. That way vigorous rank grasses and herbaceous weeds
such as Nettles and Cow Parsley, that depend on a high level of nutrients, do not get a
chance to take over and out compete a wide range of flowers and fine grasses that thrive
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on low nutrient soils. Ideally, some years there should be an early cut (e.g. late April/early
May) to suppress such coarse grasses as Tall Fescue, Tufted Hair grass, False Oat-grass,
Cocksfoot Grass, Cow Parsley and Hogweed. Alternatively grazing over the winter will
achieve the same effect. Other years a cut in mid-June would be good, with ideally, light
grazing in the winter from November to early March.

1.2 Vegetation Assessment
All the grassland on Matching Green is dominated by the fine-leaved grass, Red Fescue,
with a range of other grasses mixed in variable patches, except in damp hollows, where
Yorkshire Fog and the Bent grasses take over. In the areas coloured in light green on the
appended map, a variety of visually attractive herbs occur such as Cuckoo Flower (damp
areas), Lady's Bedstraw and Bird's-foot Trefoil.

1.2.1 Northern Triangular area
This is dominated by Red Fescue and Yorkshire Fog, with localised patches of False
Oatgrass, and abundant Common Sorrel, Lady's Bedstraw, Burnet Saxifrage, Knapweed,
Meadow Foxtail and Common Woodrush, well scattered throughout. A large patch of
Cuckoo Flower occurs in the low area just NW of the shallow pond. There are a few local
patches of Cocksfoot Grass, Lesser Stitchwort, Meadow Buttercup, Sheep's Sorrel,
Common Mouse-ear, Chickweed and Hairy Sedge, with one patch of Sweet Vernal Grass.
In one area (eastern margin) a patch of Goutweed, probably dumped with garden rubbish,
should be watched, as it could become a problem.

A small dried up pond occurs in the south-west corner. A blanket of Marsh Bedstraw with
some Cuckoo Flower and marginal Great Hairy Willow herb, Silverweed and Soft Rush,
dominates the still damp eastern half of the pond. The western half of the pond is dry and
empty, being shaded by two large Oaks, several smaller Oaks and Hawthorns and one
large Grey Willow. These would require removal if the cleaned out pond is to be viable and
hold water. (A number were removed in Nov 2006) A drain enters the pond from the south-
west - this may originally have been fed by a now blocked pipe?

1.2.2 Main Triangle
The main area of the Green has two large areas of remnant herb rich grassland (green on
map). As in the northern triangle, Red Fescue dominates the scene, with abundant Lady's
Bedstraw, Bird's-foot Trefoil, Common Woodrush and Common Sorrel beneath, with
Sheep's Sorrel and in places Mouse-ear Hawkweed taking over on the slightly higher
gravely patches. In the shallow hollows Yorkshire Fog grass takes over, and it occurs
together with Brown Bent in the winter-wet hollows. In the southern segment Pignut is
quite abundant, and Burnet Saxifrage is widely distributed. In one place a sizable patch of
Quaking Grass, together with some Hoary Plantain have survived from earlier days, when
the grassland was even more herb rich.

The main pond has a large raft of Spiked Water-milfoilfilling most of the water column, with
marginal patches of the Water Crowfoot Ranunculus aquatilis. It has however become
infested with New Zealand Pigmyweed, and sizeable colonies are found among the
marshy margins at either end, and in several places along the open edges. Ideally these

Matching Green Botanical Report May 2006 2



should be removed, as it is otherwise likely to take over the entire pond. Similarly, Lesser
Reedmace forms a large V-shaped colony that is likely to completely fill the pond in 3-5
years. Creeping Jenny occupies the marshy ground at the two ends. Other marsh plants
are Spike Rush, Soft Rush, Tufted Forget-me-not, and Cuckoo Flower. A cultivated 'White-
waterlily' has been introduced in the middle, and a strange Kingcup cultivar has been
introduced in a large tub at the pavilion end. All around the pond a series of seedling Alder
trees have now grown up into sizeable trees. (Coppiced in Nov 2006).

1.2.3 Southern Segment
This area has a herb rich strip along its northern margin, but the rest, although having a
good range of herbs, is rather rank with Cow Parsley and coarse grasses. It needs either
grazing over the winter, or an early cut for a couple of years, to bring back the fine
herbage, and above all, - the cuttings need to be removed. Nevertheless this area
produced two flowering plants of Common Spotted Orchid in June 2006.

2.1 Trees on the Green
Traditionally trees were not tolerated on village greens, as trees either seed or sucker and
encroach on the grassland. On Matching Green two Norway Maples have been planted on
relatively recently along with an Evergreen Oak, one of the Mediterranean Quercus i/ex
complex, has been planted just north west of the southern pond. Two Horse Chestnuts
have relatively recently been planted in a line with the Norway Maples. Trees on the
northern triangle area include several medium sized and several young Common Oaks, a
Grey Willow and numerous small Common Hawthorns.

3.1 Species List
Thefollowingplantswererecordedon the Greenin June2006. Numerousother species
probablyoccurthat needlookingfor bothearlierand later in the year.
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GRASSES -25 species
Agrostis gigantea Fire site weed
Agrostis stolonifera Mainly marainal
Aqrostis vinealis Damp hollows
Alopecurus geniculatus Marshy area by southern pond
Alopecurus myosuroides Rare, damaged area
Alopecurus pratensis Scattered Datches throughout
Anisantha sterilis Marginal Datches
Anthoxanthum odoratum Only 2-3 scattered patches
Arrhenatheum elatius Scattered throughout and sub-dominant over large

areas of poor Qualitygrass.
Briza media One relict patch
Bromus hordeaceus subsp. hordeaceus Scattered throuahout
Bromus hordeaceus subsp. Abundant in one damaged area
longipedicellatus
Dactylis glomerata Scattered clumps throughout, co-dominant in damaged

areas.
Festuca arundinacea One or two isolated patches




