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Preface

In April 2009, Epping Forest District Council commissioned Chris Blandford Associates (CBA) to
undertake two Landscape Studies of the District to enable a better understanding of its landscapes and
provide an evidence base for informing policies within the forthcoming Local Development Framework

(LDF). The Studies comprise two inputs:

» A Settlement-edge Landscape Sensitivity Assessment (this report); and

s Adistrict-wide Landscape Character Assessment.

Informed by the contextual characterisation mapping from the district-wide Landscape Character
Assessment, this Study provides a more detailed understanding of sensitive landscape and environmental
features around the edges of the twenty-two principal settlements within the District. The Study identifies
the sensitivities of landscape and environmental features around the immediate fringes of these principal
settlements and assesses how areas of similar landscape character and environmental features around the
settlements contribute to their structure, character and setting. The report will inform options for
settlement growth in landscape terms by providing a key part of the evidence base for a Green Belt

review and informing land allocations in the LDF.
We are grateful for the advice and guidance provided by the Steering Group, namely:

Chris Neilan — Landscape Officer and Arboriculturist, Epping Forest District Council,
lan White — Forward Planning Manager

Paul Hewitt - Countryside Manager
The Consultant team comprised:

Dominic Watkins
Emma Clarke
Emma Wigley
Sarah De Vos

Chris Blandford Associates
January 2010
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 General

1.1.1 In April 2009, Epping Forest District Council commissioned Chris Blandford Associates to
undertake two Landscape Studies of the District to enable a better understanding of its
landscapes and provide an evidence base for informing policies within the forthcoming Local

Development Framework. The studies comprise two inputs:

+ A Settlement-edge Landscape Sensitivity Assessment (this report); and

« A District-wide Landscape Character Assessment

1.1.2 The District of Epping Forest abuts the north-eastern edge of London and is located in the
south-west corner of the County of Essex. It contains the towns of Loughton/Buckhurst Hill,
Waltham Abbey, Chigwell, Epping and Chipping Ongar, together with several villages, the
largest of which are Theydon Bois, North Weald Bassett, Roydon and Nazeing.

1.2 Study Areas

1.2.1 In line within the brief, Landscape Sensitivity Analysis was undertaken for areas around the
twenty-two ‘principal’ settlements within the District, to inform the appraisal of land allocations
in the LDF. In agreement with the Steering Group, these settlements were grouped into sixteen

discrete zones according to their spatial distribution within the District, as set out below:

North West District

¢ Epping/Coopersale Common
» Thornwood Common

« Waltham Abbey

+ Lower Nazeing

+ Epping Green

+ Lower Sheering/Sheering

« Roydon

South West District
s Loughton/Buckhurst Hill/Theydon Bois

« Sewardstone

North East District
s North Weald Bassett
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+ Chipping Ongar/High Ongar
+ Fyfield

« Moreton

South East District

+ Chigwell/Chigwell Row
+ Abridge

s Stapleford Abbotts

1.3 Purpose of the Study

1.3.1 This assessment seeks to provide a landscape sensitivity study of areas around the principal
settlements (as listed above) to inform policy within the Epping Forest District Local LDF. It
also outlines the extent to which these areas of landscape contribute towards the purposes of
including land within the Green Belt and how they contribute now, and potentially in the

future, towards Green Belt objectives.

1.4 Planning Policy relevant to the Green Belt
General
1.4.1 The planning policy context relevant to the Green Belt has been reviewed at national and

regional level, as set out below:
National Policy

Planning Policy Statement 1: Delivering Sustainable Development (PPS1, Department for

Communities and Local Government, 2005)

1.4.2 PPS1 aims for sustainable development to be enshrined as the core principal underpinning
planning. It states that planning should facilitate and promote sustainable and inclusive

patterns of urban and rural development by:

« Making suitable land available for development in line with economic, social and
environment objectives to improve people’s quality of life;

« Contributing to sustainable economic development;

s Protecting and enhancing the natural and historic environment, the quality and character of

the countryside, and existing communities;
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« Ensuring high quality development through good and inclusive design, and the efficient use
of resources; and

+ Ensuring that development supports existing communities and contributes to the creation of
safe, sustainable, liveable and mixed communities with good access to jobs and key

services for all members of the community.

1.4.3 The policy statement requires development plan policies to be based upon up to date

information on the environmental characteristics of the area.

Planning Policy Guidance Note 2: green Belts (PPG2, Department for Communities and Local

Government, 1995)

1.4.4 PPG2 is the key Government planning policy document relating to Green Belts that includes
the fundamental aim of Green Belt policy and the purposes of including land within them.

This document defines the fundamental aim of Green Belt policy, which is:

‘..to prevent urban scrawl by keeping land permanently open: the most important attribute of
Green Belts is their openness. Green Belts can shape patterns of urban development at sub-
regional and regional scale, and help to ensure that development occurs in locations allocated
in development plans. They help to protect the countryside, be it in agricultural, forestry or
other use. They can assist in moving towards more sustainable patterns of urban development’

(paragraph 1.4).
1.4.5 PPG2 also defines, in paragraph 1.5, the five purposes of including land in Green Belts:

s To check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas;

s To prevent neighbouring towns from merging into one another;

» To assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment;

» To preserve the setting and special character of historic towns; and

« To assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other urban
land.

1.4.6 The guidance note then addresses the use of land in Green Belts stating that, ‘once Green Belts
have been defined the use of land in them has a positive role to play in fulfilling the following

objectives:

+ To provide opportunities for access to the open countryside for the urban population;
s To provide opportunities for outdoor sport and outdoor recreation near urban areas;

s To retain attractive landscapes and enhance landscapes, near to where people live;
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s To improve damaged and derelict land around towns;
+ To secure nature conservation interest; and

s To retain land in agricultural, forestry and related uses’ (paragraph 1.6)’.

1.4.7 PPG2 then clarifies that the extent to which land fulfils the above objectives is not in itself a
material factor in the inclusion of land within a Green Belt or its continued protection

(paragraph 1.7).
1.5 Approach and Methodology

1.5.1 The general approach of the Study has been informed by the Countryside Agency’s ‘Landscape
character Assessment — Guidance for England and Scotland: Topic Paper 6 — Techniques and
Criteria for Judging Capacity and Sensitivity’. For consistency with neighbouring Local
Authority areas, this methodology was based on the approach set out within the Harlow Area
Landscape and Environment Study' and refined through discussions with the Steering Group.
In agreement with the Steering Group, the assessment has been carried out a scale of 1:10,000,

which is considered appropriate for this scale of Study.
1.5.2 The assessment comprised the following tasks:
Desk-based Analysis

= Preparation of base maps for each settlement;

+ Review of the relevant Landscape Character Types and Areas around each settlement from
the Epping Forest District Landscape Character Assessment at the 1:25,000 contextual scale
and review of the inherent landscape and visual sensitivities for each Landscape Character
Area defined within the District;

« Analysis of the historic landscape character data? to provide an overview of different types
/ages of historic fields and field boundaries which are still visible within the current
landscape;

+ Mapping of designated environmental constraints; and

+ Definition of preliminary landscape setting areas, based on local variations in landscape
character at the settlement edges (which fit within the broader landscape character areas

defined within the Landscape Character Assessment at a scale of 1;25,000).

! Harlow Area Landscape and Environment Study: Detailed Analysis of Harlow’s Fringes, Chris Blandford Associates, September
2009.
? Data provided by Essex County Council from the Essex Historic Landscape Characterisation Project
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Field Survey Analysis

« Identifying the extent of the landscape setting areas and refining the boundaries of the
preliminarily defined areas;

» Identifying and recording key views into and out of each settlement;

+ Identifying and recording positive and negative qualities/features that contribute to the
Landscape Setting Areas around each settlement — such as visually significant slopes,
landmarks and visual detractors; and

« Evaluating the overall landscape sensitivity of each defined landscape setting area.
Evaluation of Landscape and Visual Sensitivities

1.5.3 The Epping Forest District Landscape Character Assessment (part one of this Study) was based
on the latest guidance published by the Countryside Agency?, taking into account current best
practice. The Landscape Character Assessment report provides an evaluation of the inherent
landscape and visual sensitivities for each Landscape Character Area defined within the District
at a scale of 1:25,000. This evaluation involved a strong degree of professional judgement in
distilling out the landscape character and visual qualities that are sensitive to change. The
judgements recognised that some attributes of the landscape may be more important in

defining character than others and may therefore be more sensitive in relative terms.

1.5.4 Topic Paper 6* states that overall landscape sensitivity of an area of landscape is a function of
two aspects:
+ Landscape character sensitivity; and

« Visual sensitivity
1.5.5 For the purposes of this study, overall landscape sensitivity is defined as follows:

‘The inherent sensitivity of the landscape itself, irrespective of the type of change that may be
under consideration. It considers the sensitivity of the landscape resource, its stability of
character, the degree to which that character is robust enough to be able to recuperate from

loss or damage”.

1.5.6 Landscape Character Sensitivity is defined in this study as ‘the degree to which a particular

area of landscape is vulnerable to change with potentially adverse effects on its character’.

? Landscape Character Assessment — Guidance for England and Scotland (Countryside Agency/Scottish Natural Heritage, 2002).
* Landscape Character Assessment — Guidance for England and Scotland: Topic Paper 6 — Techniques and Criteria for Judging
Landscape Capacity and Sensitivity (Countryside Agency/Scottish Natural Heritage, 2002).

> Landscape Character Assessment, Topic Paper 6: Techniques and Criteria for Judging Capacity and Sensitivity, The Countryside
Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage,
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1.5.7 Visual Sensitivity is defined in this study as ‘the degree to which a particular view or visual

experience is vulnerable to change with potentially adverse effects on character’.

1.5.8 The following landscape character and visual characteristics/distinctive qualities are most likely

to affect sensitivity:
Landscape Character Sensitivity

Natural Factors
= Vegetation types
+ Tree cover type/pattern

» Extent and pattern of semi-natural habitat

Cultural Factors

s Land use

» Settlement pattern
« Field boundaries
« Enclosure pattern

+ Time depth

Landscape Quality/Condition
s Intactness
« Representation of typical character

« State of repair of individual elements

Aesthetic Factors
« Scale

« Enclosure

+ Diversity

+« Texture

+« Pattern

« Colours

s+ Form/Line

« Balance

+ Movement
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Visual Sensitivity

« Visual connections with adjacent landscapes

s Views

» Skyline

+ Land form influences

+ Tree and woodland cover

« Numbers and types of viewers

1.5.9 These factors are closely linked and, to an extent, interchangeable; for example, scale,

enclosure and land cover will influence the extent that any development is visible within the

landscape.

1.5.10  An analysis of the landscape character and visual sensitivity of each Landscape Setting Area

was undertaken. Based on this, a judgement was reached about the overall sensitivity of each

landscape setting area, focussing on the information set out within the matrix below:

Landscape | Landscape Character Sensitivity Visual Sensitivity Overall
Setting Sensitivity
Area to change
Representation | Number of | Overall Intervisibility | Visual Overall
of typical | sensitive Landscape Prominence | Visual
character natural, Character Sensitivity
cultural Sensitivity
and
historic
features
@ 3 2 @ = 3 = [0} = [ = Y
S|E|2 | 8EE|lE |E|l2 s El2E 2|8t cE
‘Z ] E |3 & (s || T s| | Tl T 5 —
<) k=] B-] - = - <
= | 8| = S S S S
= = = = =
1
2
Criteria

1.5.11 A definition of the criteria used within the above assessment is set out below:

Representation of Typical Character

1.5.12  Using the information set out within the overview and visual character sections for each

settlement, an assessment was made about the extent to which each Landscape Setting Area

reflects local landscape character. Definitions of the criteria used are set out below:
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Positive
1.5.13  The structure of the landscape is apparent and the character of the setting area has many
features that are representative of local landscape character (as defined within the Epping

Forest District Landscape Character Assessment).

Moderate
1.5.14  The character of the setting area contains some features representative of the local landscape
character. There are, however, some incongruous elements but these do not detract from the

overall setting of the settlement.

Limited
1.5.15  The character of the setting area contains few features that are representative of the local

landscape character and incongruous elements detract from the setting of the settlement.
Number of Natural, Cultural and Historic Features

1.5.16  Using the information set out within the Historic Character and Landscape Sensitivity sections
for each settlement, an assessment was made about the number of natural, cultural and historic

features within the landscape setting area.

Many
1.5.17  The landscape setting area contains many intact sensitive landscape and historic landscape

features (as shown on Landscape Sensitivity plan).

Some
1.5.18  The landscape setting area contains some intact sensitive landscape and historic landscape

features; however there are areas where few sensitive features are present.

Few
1.5.19  The landscape setting area contains few intact sensitive landscape and historic landscape

features.
Intervisibility

1.5.20  Using the information set out within the visual character sections for each settlement, an
assessment of the intervisibility of each Landscape Setting Area was assessed. For the purposes
of this Study, intervisibility has been defined as ‘the visibility of this area from other landscape
setting areas or when viewed against a backdrop of adjacent landscape setting areas from key

viewpoints'.
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Visual Prominence

1.5.21  Using the information set out within the visual character sections for each settlement, an

assessment of the visual prominence of each Landscape Setting Area was assessed. For the

purposes of this Study, visual prominence has been defined as ‘the extent to which an area is

visually dominant within views from surrounding areas, resulting from its topographical

prominence and overlying pattern of landscape elements’.

Overall Sensitivity

1.5.22  Judgements on the overall sensitivity of each Landscape Setting Area were based upon the

matrix below and are summarised on the corresponding Landscape Sensitivity Figures for each

settlement:

Landscape Character | Visual Sensitivity Overall Sensitivity
Sensitivity

High Moderate | Low High Moderate | Low High Moderate | Low

Evaluation of Contribution to Green Belt

1.5.23  For each settlement identified within Section 1.2.1 above, the following analysis was

undertaken for areas surrounding the settlement:

« The extent to which they contribute towards the purposes of including land in the Green

Belt; and

« How they contribute now, and potentially in the future towards Green Belt objectives — i.e.

providing the evidence base for policies which may be required under paragraph 2.12 of

PPG2.
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1.5.24  Assessment criteria have been identified, informed by the review of the relevant planning
policy context for Green Belts (as set out in Section 1.4). An explanation and justification of

the choice of each criterion is set out below:
Requirements of PPG2

1.5.25  PPQG2 clearly sets out the policy requirements for consideration or inclusion of Green Belt land
under the following categories:
+ Contribution to the fundamental aim of retaining openness of Green Belts (paragraph 1.4)

s Contribution to purposes of including land in the Green Belt (paragraph 1.5)
Contribution of Openness to Green Belts

1.5.26  As set out in PPG2, the fundamental aim of Green Belt policy is to prevent urban sprawl by
keeping land permanently open and a specific criterion has been identified that seeks to
address the contribution of the landscape units and the Site to the openness of the Green Belt.
In terms of relevance to the assessment of Green Belt land in the Study Area, this is a key

criterion. The first criterion is therefore:
s Contribution to openness of Green Belt?
Contribution to Purposes of including Land in the Green Belt

1.5.27 A number of criteria have been identified representing all five purposes for inclusion of land in
the Green Belt, and the landscape setting of each settlement has been assessed in terms of their

contribution to these. Criteria two to six are as follows:
» Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built up areas?

1.5.28  For the purposes of this Study, ‘large built up areas’ have been taken to mean ‘Key Centres for
development and change’ as defined in the East of England Plan (May 2008) as urban areas that
will be the main focus for development and redevelopment within the Region. Therefore, the
large built up area of Harlow, to the north of the Study Area and the large, built-up edge of
London (at the inner edge of the Metropolitan Green Belt) would constitute large built up areas
under this definition. The landscape setting of the settlements has been assessed for their
contribution of checking unrestricted urban sprawl from these large built up areas. This is a

key criterion in assessing the role and function of Green Belt land at the setting of settlements.
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+ Preventing neighbouring towns from merging into one another?

1.5.29 In order to assess the contribution of the landscape settings to the purpose of preventing
neighbouring towns from merging with one another, the assessment has considered the
physical separation relationships between neighbouring towns in the Study Area. This is a key

criterion in assessing the role and function of Green Belt land at the setting of settlements.
¢ Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment?

1.5.30  The Landscape Units have been assessed to consider their contribution to safeguarding the
countryside from encroachment. In seeking to define such a contribution, the Study has taken
this purpose to mean the aim of preventing that which is intrusive in the countryside from
occurring and therefore involves some overlap with the concept of the physical openness of the

Green Belt, in terms of absence of built development.
s Preserving the setting and character of historic towns?

1.5.31  While there appears to be no statutory definition of the term "historic towns", Essex County
Council published supplementary planning guidance on "Essex Historic Towns" in 1999. This
was part of a nationwide re-assessment of urban archaeological and historic resources
commissioned by English Heritage in 1992. The County Council surveyed Roman, Late Saxon,
medieval and early post-medieval settlements. Modern towns that did not exhibit urban
characteristics prior to 1700 AD (the beginning of the Industrial Age) were not included.
Chipping Ongar, Epping and Waltham Abbey are thus defined as historic towns. Plans of the
towns show (i) Scheduled Ancient Monuments (SAM) where they have been identified; (ii)
areas of urban archaeological potential and (iii) areas of archaeological destruction - the latter
generally referring to areas of previous archaeological excavations or where quarrying or gravel

extraction has taken place.

s Assisting in urban regeneration by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other urban

land?

1.5.32  The assessment has considered the extent to which the landscape setting of settlements
currently contribute towards this purpose, namely how they currently assist in encouraging the

recycling of derelict land.

1.5.33  In order to assist in assessing the contribution that Landscape Setting Areas surrounding the
principal settlements within the Study Area (as identified in Section 1.2) make towards the

fundamental aims and purposes of the Green Belt, the following criteria were identified:
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Degree of Contribution to Green Belt Fundamental Aims and Purposes

Major contribution to Green Belt fundamental aim and purposes

The Landscape Setting Area is considered to wholly or predominantly contribute towards the
particular Green Belt aim or purpose with regards to its key characteristics. There are few or
no built elements within the landscape and these have little visual dominance within views
across the area.

Moderate contribution to Green Belt fundamental aim and purposes

The Landscape Setting Area is considered to partially contribute towards the particular Green
Belt aim or purpose with regards to its key characteristics. There are some built elements
within the landscape (for example, scattered farmsteads or linear development along road
corridors) which are visible within certain views across the area. Generally, however, these
built elements are not visually dominant or of a large-scale, massing or density.

Limited contribution to Green Belt fundamental aim and purposes

The Landscape Setting Area is considered to make a very limited contribution towards the
particular Green Belt aim or purpose with regards to its key characteristics. Many built
elements are present within the landscape, which are visually dominant within views across
the area. Built elements are large-scale and of a high density. Settlement pattern may also
comprise a number of smaller areas of development which are situated in close proximity to
one another, resulting in a cumulative visual sense of development within the landscape.

Contribution to Green Belt Objectives

1.5.34  PPG2 also addresses the use of land in Green Belts stating that, ‘once Green Belts have been

defined, the use of land in them has a positive role to play in fulfilling the following objectives’:

s to provide opportunities for access to the open countryside for the urban population;
s to provide opportunities for outdoor sport and outdoor recreation near urban areas;
= (o retain attractive landscapes and enhance landscapes, near to where people live;

s to improve damaged and derelict land around towns;

« to secure nature conservation interest;

+ o retain land in agricultural, forestry and related uses’ (paragraph 1.6).

1.5.35  PPG2 then clarifies that the extent to which land fulfils the above objectives is not in itself a
material factor in the inclusion of land within a Green Belt or its continued protection

(paragraph 1.7).

1.5.36  The Study identifies the Green Belt land use objectives for which the landscape setting around
each settlement is considered to play a key role in fulfilling, based on an assessment of the
available evidence. Retention of attractive landscapes and improvement of damaged land are
inherent to the sections on visual and historic character analysis for each of the settlements.
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1.5.37 It is important to recognise that the information in this report is not intended to provide an
indication of likely planning consent for any given proposal, or to be interpreted as an
indication of where Green Belt land might be released for development by the Council in the
future. Land designated as Green Belt in the adopted Local Plan will be treated as such, unless

its status is changed through the statutory planning process.
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2.0 EPPING/COOPERSALE COMMON FRINGES

2.1 Overview

Epping

2.1.1 Epping is situated towards the centre of the District, to the southwest of North Weald Bassett
and east of Waltham Abbey. The town is surrounded by several different Landscape Character
Areas®. The broad wooded ridge of Epping Forest (Landscape Character Area D2) extends
south-westwards from the settlement edge, whilst to the north-east, Lower Forest to Beachet
Wood Ridge (Landscape Character Area D2) surround the settlement edge. To the northwest,
Cobbin’s Bridge (Landscape Character Area F3) and Upshire Ridges and Valleys abut the edges
of the town. To the southeast, Coopersale (Landscape Character Area G1) and Theydon
Garnon (Landscape Character Area G2) Wooded Ridges and Valleys provide the setting the

settlement edge.

2.1.2 The northwestern fringes of Epping encompass a patchwork of medium to large-scale fields
lined with hedgerows and interspersed with blocks of woodland. At the northern edge of the
town, dense woodland within the Lower Forest provides a sense of enclosure at the settlement
edge. The eastern edge of the settlement is characterised by small to medium sized,
predominantly arable fields, which are lined with mature hedgerows. The corridor of the tube
line also runs southwest-northeast across this area, lined with mature deciduous trees. Small

blocks of woodland further contribute to the sense of enclosure within this area.

2.1.3 The southern fringe of the town is characterised by large-scale fields which are lined with
mature hedgerows. The route of the M25 motorway crosses these fields and disturbs the sense
of tranquillity within this area. The road corridor creates a visual and physical barrier between
fields at the southern edge of the town and other arable fields to the south. At the southwestern
corner of the settlement, the large expanse of woodland within Epping Forest provides a sense

of enclosure. At this point, the route of the M25 is within a tunnel.

Coopersale Common

2.1.4 The village of Coopersale Common is situated to the northeast of Epping. It is located within
the Coopersale Wooded Ridges and Valleys Landscape Character Area (G1). The Lower Forest
to Beachet Wooded Ridge (Landscape Character Area D1) encloses the northern edge of the

settlement.

© See Epping Forest Landscape Studies: Landscape Character Assessment, Chris Blandford Associates for Epping Forest District
Council, July 2009.
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2.1.5 The northern and eastern settlement edges of Coopersale village are lined with dense, mature
woodland within The Lower Forest and Gernon Bushes, which provides a strong sense of
enclosure. To the south and west of the village, the landscape setting encompasses a
patchwork of small to medium sized, predominantly arable fields, which are lined with mature
hedgerows. The corridor of the tube line also runs southwest-northeast across this area, lined
with mature deciduous trees. The western edge of this area also provides the eastern landscape

setting to the town of Epping.
2.2 Visual Character

2.2.1 The analysis of key visual characteristics and attributes that contribute to variations in the
overall character of the landscape (as defined by ‘Landscape Setting Areas’) within the fringes

of Epping/Coopersale are illustrated on Figure 2.1 and described in summary below:

Epping

« The majority of the settlement edges are lined with mature hedgerows, trees or large blocks
of woodland, which create soft, green edges;

s There are a few small patches of harsh urban edge on the northern edge of Epping where
there are gaps in hedgerows;

¢ Glimpse views of the northern settlement edge of Epping appear to be soft and green from
short distance views, but are generally harsh within long distance views from Epping
Upland;

s There are several areas or urban greenspace at the fringes of Epping which include school
playing fields and sports fields;

+ There are seven urban gateways on the settlement edges of Epping which signify the
transition from either predominantly rural landscape or woodland to townscape. The
prominent urban gateways along the main arterial routes into the town of the B1393 and
the B181 road corridors pass from woodland to townscape, resulting in a relatively dramatic
transition in character when entering the urban settlement;

+ The main arterial route through the town is the B1393 road corridor which provides access
to the M11 motorway to the north and the towns of Waltham Abbey, Chingford and
Loughton to the south. Other B roads link the town to settlements in the northeast and
northwest, which include the B181 road which links with North Weald Bassett to the
northeast and the B181 and B182 roads which link with villages to the northwest including
Epping Green;

« Landmarks that can be seen within views to Epping include the District Council office’s

clock tower, the old Gothic water tower and St Johns Church;
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+ Electricity pylons within the western fringe of Epping are vertical visual detractors within the
landscape;

+ Key long distance views of the settlement of Epping with its rooftops, landmark church,
water tower and clock tower, nestled within a treed setting can be gained from several
places along the road from Thornwood Common to Epping Upland;

« A network of Public Rights of Way surrounds Epping. Leading from Epping to the south of
Coopersale and eastwards is the Essex Way recreational path and leading from Epping
southwards is the Centenary Walk recreational path;

« Short distance views of the settlement edge are restricted due to mature hedgerows and
trees surrounding the settlement;

« To the north and south of the town the settlement edges are met by large blocks of
woodland which form part of Epping Forest. This woodland completely restricts views of
the settlement edge. There is also a scattering of small woodland blocks to the northwest of
the town which limit views towards the northwestern edge of the settlement; and

s Epping is located along a ridge which descends towards the river valley of Cobbin’s Brook

and up again towards Epping Upland in the northwest creating visually significant slopes.
Coopersale

+ The northern and eastern edges of the village are enclosed by mature woodland within the
Lower Forest and Gernon Bushes, which provides a sense of enclosure and creates a soft,
green edge to the settlement. A combination of mature hedgerows and trees lining the
route of the tube line create green edges along the southern and western edges.

+ A relatively large area of urban greenspace is situated at the southeastern edge of
Coopersale, enclosed to the south and east by woodland within Gernon Bushes.

s There are two urban gateways within the fringes of Coopersale which signify the transition
between village and predominantly rural landscape;

« A network of Public Rights of Way surrounds the southern and eastern edges of the village,
including the Essex Way, which runs east and southwards from settlement edge; and

« Short distance views of the settlement edge are restricted due to mature hedgerows and

trees surrounding the settlement.

2.3 Historic Character

2.3.1 The analysis of historic patterns of land use and how they contribute to the overall character of
the modern landscape within the fringes of Epping and Coopersale is illustrated on Figure 2.2

and described in summary below:
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Epping

s Blocks of Ancient Woodland forming part of Epping Forest are situated to the northeast and
southwest of the town;

« There are several medium sized blocks of pre 18th Century Fields surrounding Epping, a
few of which abut the eastern edge of the settlement;

« A large block of 18th and 19th Century Enclosure Fields surround the northern edges of the
settlement;

« Many of the fields surrounding Epping have suffered boundary loss; and

* A number of veteran trees are scattered along the north-western edge of the town.
Coopersale

s There is a narrow strip of Common Land that runs through Coopersale Street, a small
settlement to the south of Coopersale and east of Epping;

» There is a pocket of pre-18th Century fields to the south of Coopersale Street;

« A large block of Ancient Woodland (encompassing the Lower Forest and Gernon Bushes) is
situated at the northern and eastern edges of Coopersale; and

+ At the southern edge of the village, several historic fields exhibit boundary loss.

2.4 Designated Environmental Constraints

2.4.1 The analysis of the critical and less critical environmental designations within Epping and
Coopersale fringes related to nature conservation, the historic environment, landscape and
other aspects such as protected floodplains, is illustrated in Figure 2.3, and described in
summary below. The weighting between constraints reflects the statutory (critical) and non-

statutory (less critical) or ‘moderate’ status of individual environmental designations:
Critical Constraints

+ There are no Scheduled Monuments within Epping or Coopersale or within their immediate
landscape settings;

« Two parts of the Epping Forest SSSI abut the northwest and southeast fringes of Epping and
Coopersale;

« There are two narrow floodplains that surround a small stream to the southeast and the
course of Cobbin’s Brook to the northwest of Epping;

+ There are several small areas of Registered Common Land within and surrounding Epping,
one long strip close to the western fringe of Epping and one large block covering part of
Epping Forest that borders the edge of Coopersale;
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« Epping Forest, which is situated in two blocks to the northeast and southwest of Epping and
Coopersale, consists of Ancient Woodland and in addition there are several smaller blocks
of Ancient Woodland, including Griffins Woods, Redyns Wood and Hawkshill Wood
scattered around the settlements.

« The historic core of Epping (lining the High Street) is designated as a Conservation Area;
and

+ Land surrounding Coopersale House (to the south of Coopersale and East of Epping) is a

Registered Park and Garden.
Moderate Constraints

« There are several Local Wildlife Sites scattered within the landscape setting of Epping and

Coopersale, and one (Bell Common) within the town of Epping.

2.5 Landscape Sensitivity

2.5.1 Drawing on the above analysis, the key sensitive landscape/environmental features that are
considered as desirable to safeguard within the fringes of Epping/Coopersale Common are

shown on Figure 2.4 and described in summary below:

+ Significant patches of sensitive historic landscapes within the eastern, southern and northern
fringes of Epping and Coopersale which encompass patches of surviving pre 18th Century
fields and 18th-19th century enclosure;

« Several areas of urban greenspace character that are located on the fringes of the Epping
and Coopersale which contribute to local landscape character;

+ Within the northern and southern fringes of the settlements large blocks of sensitive
woodland form significant elements in the landscape, whilst within the settlement fringes
elsewhere smaller blocks of woodland contribute toward local landscape character;

= Veteran trees are scattered within the settlement fringes of Epping and Coopersale which are
key landscape and historic features;

« Several public footpaths within the settlement fringes provide access for pedestrians and
cyclists throughout the area; and

s There is a narrow floodplain to the northwest of the settlement fringe of Epping, and also a

narrow floodplain to the southeast.
Sensitivity of Landscape Setting Areas

2.5.2 Taking into account the above, the sensitivity of each Landscape Setting Area is evaluated as

follows, based on the criteria set out in section 1.5.3:
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2.6

2.6.1

2.7

2.7.1

March 2012

Landscape | Landscape Character Sensitivity Visual Sensitivity Overall
Setting Sensitivity
Area to change
Representation | Number of | Overall Intervisibility | Visual Overall
of typical | sensitive Landscape Prominence | Visual
character natural, Character Sensitivity
cultural Sensitivity
and
historic
features
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1 Moderate
2 High
3 High
4 Low
5 High
6 Moderate

Key Opportunities for Growth

Drawing on the above analysis, those Landscape Setting Areas identified as high or moderate
overall sensitivity are considered desirable to safeguard in landscape terms and are considered
to have a significant role in contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement.
Landscape Setting Areas that have been identified as low sensitivity may be suitable for
development in landscape terms and are considered to have a less significant role in
contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement. Further assessment work

would, however, be needed to examine site-specific landscape and visual sensitivities.

Contribution to Green Belt
In line with the methodology set out within Section 1.5.27, an evaluation of the contribution

that the landscape setting of Epping and Coopersale makes to the purposes of including land

within the Green Belt (PPG2: Paragraph 1.5) is set out within the table below:

25 Epping Forest District

settlement Edge Landscape Sensitivity Study
11110602 LSS Final Report_v2_11-01-10.doc Chris Blandford Associates

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com

EB712


http://www.pdffactory.com

EB712

2y Jeuts 5

Apms A leaspue] 93p3 Juawa)a
1D11S1(] 159.C dj 9¢ L0T Yadew
W S W W £ £ "adeospue|
m s m m S | S | sty sso1d osje siopuiod podsuen solew LW pue TN Byl
) T | ‘a8pa JuawRNas Ay} woly Juawdo[dAsp 1[ING JUAIXD YDIYM ‘SUMO] | ;JUSIYDBOIDUD WOI) IPISAUNOd
9y} Jo Sumes ayl UIYNIM speajsie) pataljeds Jo spaxdod ase 1oy ay) 3uipsengoyes ur 3unsissy
M = M oW z| = "YINOS PUE 1SB9 ‘YIOU 3y} 0} SUMO}
2| B 2| 2| & | & |8uunoqydisu usamiaq uoneredss [edisAyd sspiroid 1seio4 Suiddy
S | 2| 8| =] 2| 2 |uyum puepoom pue opishnunod uado Apueurwopaid jo sease i1ayjoue duo opur Surdsow wouy
@ N ‘adedspue| sy} UIYIM SJUSLISS }[INC PAISNEDS SLIOS AIe Y} IS[IYAA sumo} Surnoqydiau Sunpuaraig
E|E|2|2|2|2 ‘mojiey pue
€121 2| 2| 2 | 2 | uopuot.ianeasn yoq jo seate dn jjing ay) wolj adUEBISIP [BAUBISANS iseate dn jjinq 281e)
e Je pajenyis st ajesiodoo) pue Suiddy jo Sumes adeospue| oyl |  jo (meads pajoraysaaun SunpPIYD
uonenjeAj [[edAQ sasodind }jog uaain
‘sAkemiojow oy} Je[nonJed ul s10p11I0d peos Suipunolins
oyl woy paured aq osje ued Juipas adedspue| dy) JO SMIIA
pasdwi|3 juaisuel]  “ssouuado Jo asuas 198uodis B SI dJaY) 1SoM By}
z z| z Z | 043s|iym 4sa104 Burddy uryim puejpoom Aq 1somyinos pue jseayiiou
g M g1 8 M 8 | ayr 0} pasopus Ajensed aise adedspue| sy} ssoude  SJUBWIS|NDS
SIS S 5| | 5 |°owpspemoysmain pen Aemjres e Ag passosd st yiym ‘Sumas
T T | 3 @ | adedspue| ay} uIylIMm pajedO| OS[E S4B SIO[WERY [[BWS PUB SPEIISULIE)
PaJaYIedS  "SJUSLUSIIS U JO 1SED PUB YINOS Y} O} ‘Bale Y} UIYIIM
sainjea) padojansp Aoy ale om) Ay} usam]aq uoldunl/uondasIAUI 1[99 udaIn
jofewr oy pue  siopwiod  Aemsojow LW ‘ST 9yl Jo ssauuado 0} uonnqryuo)
2 81 vl g of [ 1°Z 2In314 pue d3A0qe Z'g UOI}IAS UIY}IM JNO
sealy Sunjag adedspue | 3as uoneusioyul JajdeieyD) [ENSIA Y} UO pPIseq :uolenjeAl Alewwng wiy 329 uan

asodang 1j3g uaaun o) uonnqriuo)

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com


http://www.pdffactory.com

EB712

Apmg Aja
1OLISI(] 159U

BOSpUERT 93PT JUDWD NS

dj LT

oy Jeuty 51

CLOC Yolew

0} YMOU pue 9Je}sd dA0ID UOpAdYl ay} Suipnpul peoy YydiH
oy} “Jeans sawe( 0} dn 3pang Asspur] ur enusjod [edidojoaeyole
Jo seause aney o} Suiddy smoys (6661) DdS SUMO] DLIOISIH Xass3 Y|

- - - - - -
3| 3|3 3] 3| 3 ‘pue| UBQIN ISYIO pUE }DI[219p ipue| ueqin J13Yjo pue 1o1243p
8|1 2| 8| 3| Z| 8|0 8uokoes ayr SuiSeunoous Aq uonessuaes uequn ur Sunsisse | jo SuipAdas ayr SuiSeinodus Aq
0] UONNQIIUOD paliwi| e ayew 0} pasapisuod st Sumas adedspue| ay] | uonesauddalr uequn ur Sunsissy
st} adedspue)
ur psenSoyes 0} S|qeJISIp PIJIPISUOD Os[e sI I yoiym ‘AHARISUDS
adeospue| ajesepow jo aq 03 padpn[ s peoy poomuioy] Jo
W z W z |z W 159M pue 199115 Aaspul jo ypou pueq “AlAnisuas adeospue| ydiy jo
T B | & | B | B | § | easmue s peoy yooig 0} umop UMO} DY} JO ISED PUE| [[B JBY} SMOYS
m, S m, g | < % Apnis siys Jo g 2an8i “|endsop s joseSiely 1S pue ‘peoy poomuloy |

$SUMO) JLI0}SIY JO Jd)deteyd
pue Sunjas ayy Suraiasaly

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com


http://www.pdffactory.com

EB712

Contribution to Green Belt Objectives

2.7.2 In relation to Paragraph 1.6 of PPG2, the landscape setting to Epping and Coopersale is

considered to play a role in fulfilling the following objectives:

+ To provide opportunities for access to the open countryside for the urban population: A
number of key pedestrian routes cross the landscape, connecting the settlements with
adjacent landscapes;

« To provide opportunities for outdoor sport and outdoor recreation near urban areas: There
are several greenspaces (including playing fields and recreation grounds) at the edges of the
urban area;

« To secure nature conservation interest: There are several patches of Ancient Woodland,
SSSI’s and Local Wildlife Sites within the landscape setting; and

« To retain land in agricultural, forestry and related uses: Most of the land within the

landscape setting of the settlements is under one of these uses.
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3.2.1
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THORNWOOD COMMON FRINGES

Overview

Thornwood Common is situated to the northeast of Epping, north of Coopersale and west of
North Weald Bassett. The settlement is predominantly situated within Epping Green Farmland
Plateau Landscape Character Area (C9), with the southern edge of the village within North
Weald Ridges and Valleys Landscape Character Area (F5).

The western landscape setting of Thornwood encompasses a patchwork of small, medium and
large-scale fields that are lined with hedgerows. To the north of the settlement, mature field
trees are also a feature. Similarly, medium to large-scale arable fields line the eastern edge of
the settlement. To the east, however, the corridor of the M11 motorway introduces a source of

noise and movement.

At the southern edge of the village, dense, mature woodland within the Lower Forest provides a
strong sense of enclosure and also provides physical and visual separation from the settlements

of Coopersale and Epping to the south.

Visual Character

The analysis of key visual characteristics and attributes that contribute to variations in the
overall character of the landscape (as defined by ‘Landscape Setting Areas’) within the fringes

of Thornwood Common are illustrated on Figure 3.1 and described in summary below:

+ The majority of the settlement edges are lined with mature hedgerows, trees or large blocks
of woodland, which create soft, green edges;

« There is a small patch of harsh urban edge at the northern edge of the settlement where low
or gappy hedgerows within the back gardens allow short distance views of housing along
the edge;

+ There are five urban gateways within the linear settlement of Thornwood Common which
mark the transition between village and predominantly rural landscape;

+ The main road running north-south through the settlement is the B1393 which connects to
the town of Epping to the south and the junction with the A414 and M11 to the north;

s There are several Public Rights of Way within the western landscape fringe of the settlement
which connect with Epping to the south and Harlow to the north; and

« Short distance views of the settlement edge are restricted due to mature hedgerows and

trees surrounding the settlement.

29 Epping Forest District
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3.3 Historic Character

3.3.1 The analysis of historic patterns of land use and how they contribute to the overall character of
the modern landscape within the fringes of Epping and Coopersale is illustrated on Figure 3.2

and described in summary below:

« Small pockets of pre 18" century fields are dotted within the landscape to the north and
west of the settlement;

= A large proportion of the fields within the western fringe of the village are 18™-19" century
enclosure fields, whilst to the east of the settlement, most of the historic fields have suffered
boundary loss (although some historic boundaries do remain);

« At the southern edge of the settlement, the Lower Forest (part of Epping Forest) is Ancient
Woodland; and

¢ To the east, in close proximity to the M11 motorway corridor, there are several modern

(post 1950s) fields.

3.4 Designated Environmental Constraints

3.4.1 The analysis of the critical and less critical environmental designations within Thornwood
Common fringes related to nature conservation, the historic environment, landscape and other
aspects such as protected floodplains, is illustrated in Figure 3.3, and described in summary
below. The weighting between constraints reflects the statutory (critical) and non-statutory (less

critical) or ‘moderate’ status of individual environmental designations:
Critical Constraints

* To the south of the settlement, the Lower Forest is a designated SSSI and is also Ancient
Woodland;

« To the east of the village, there is a moated site which is designated as a Scheduled Ancient
Monument;

+ The course of a stream corridor (which is a tributary of Cripsey Brook to the north) that runs

across the southern edge of the settlement is within the floodplain.
Moderate Constraints

« At the southwestern edge of the village there is a Local Nature Reserve.
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3.5 Landscape Sensitivity

3.5.1 Drawing on the above analysis, the key sensitive landscape/environmental features that are
considered desirable to safeguard within the fringes of Thornwood Common are shown on

Figure 3.4 and described in summary below:

s Several large tracts of landscape within the fringes of Thornwood are of a sensitive historic
nature, most of which are located within the western fringes of the settlement and
predominantly comprise fields of 18" to 19" century enclosure;

« There are three areas of urban greenspace character situated on the western fringes of the
settlement which contribute to local landscape character;

« Epping Forest which is situated within the southern fringes of the village forms a key visually
significant landscape element and area of sensitive woodland. Elsewhere within other areas
of the settlement fringe smaller blocks of woodland contribute to a varied sense of
enclosure;

» There are a few veteran trees scattered within the fringes of the settlement, which are key
landscape and historic features;

+ A network of Public Rights of Way are situated within the western fringes of the village
which form sensitive recreational routes for pedestrians and cyclists; and

« There is a floodplain situated within the eastern fringes of the settlement, following a

tributary of Cripsey Brook.
Sensitivity of Landscape Setting Areas

3.5.2 Taking into account the above, the sensitivity of each Landscape Setting Area is evaluated as

follows, based on the criteria set out in Section 1.5.3:

Landscape | Landscape Character Sensitivity Visual Sensitivity Overall
Setting Sensitivity
Area to change
Representation | Number of | Overall Intervisibility | Visual Overall
of typical | sensitive Landscape Prominence | Visual
character natural, Character Sensitivity
cultural Sensitivity
and
historic
features
S| 2|2 B EEleE|E|l2f | El2E 2|8t E
E 5 E s ‘2 [ T q‘: - T 5 - T ; - T 5 -
I=} =] - = = =] =]
= [ 8| = S 5 S S
= = b3 = b3
Moderate
2 Moderate
High
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3.6 Key Opportunities for Growth

3.6.1 Drawing on the above analysis, those Landscape Setting Areas identified as high or moderate
overall sensitivity are considered desirable to safeguard in landscape terms and are considered
to have a significant role in contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement.
Landscape Setting Areas that have been identified as low sensitivity may be suitable for
development in landscape terms and are considered to have a less significant role in
contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement. Further assessment work

would, however, be needed to examine site-specific landscape and visual sensitivities.

3.7 Contribution to Green Belt

3.7.1 In line with methodology set out within Section 1.5.27, an evaluation of the contribution that
the landscape setting of Thornwood makes to the purposes of including land within the Green

Belt  (PPG2:  Paragraph  1.5) is set out within the table below:
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Contribution to Green Belt Objectives

3.7.2 In relation to Paragraph 1.6 of PPG2, the landscape setting to Thornwood is considered to play

a role in fulfilling the following objectives:

+ To provide opportunities for access to the open countryside for the urban population: A
number of key pedestrian routes cross the landscape, connecting the settlements with
adjacent landscapes;

» To secure nature conservation interest: To the south of the village, woodland within Epping
Forest is a designated SSSI and is also Ancient Woodland;

s« To retain land in agricultural, forestry and related uses: Most of the land within the

landscape setting of the settlements is under one of these uses.
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WALTHAM ABBEY FRINGES

Overview

Waltham Abbey is situated within the west of Epping Forest District, to the west of Epping and
Loughton and south of Lower Nazeing. The corridor of the River Lee runs along the western
edge of the town (Landscape Character Areas A3: Lea Valley Marshes and A4: Rammey Marsh).
To the north of the town, the landscape setting is within Holyfield Ridges and Valleys
Landscape Character Area (F1), whilst the eastern edge is within Upshire Ridges and Valleys
Landscape Character Area (F2). The southeastern edge of the town is within Lippett and Daws

Hills Ridges and Valleys Landscape Character Area (F4).

To the north-west of the town, adjacent to the corridor of the River Lee, the landscape setting
encompasses a relatively large expanse of mature, dense woodland, which provides a sense of
enclosure to the north of the Royal Gunpowder Mills Museum. To the east of this, a patchwork
of medium to large-scale arable fields provides setting to the settlement edge. To the north,
these fields slope upwards to encompass the southern slopes of Galley Hill. For the purposes
of this Study, the large glasshouses associated with Abbey View nurseries and other adjacent

nursery-related buildings have been included as part of the settlement.

At the northeastern and eastern edges of the town, the landscape setting comprises a patchwork
of small to medium-sized fields which are generally lined with mature hedgerows, providing a
sense of enclosure. The corridor of the M25 motorway cuts through this landscape,

introducing a source of noise and movement.

At the southeastern edge of the town, a small patch of pasture fields, containing trees and scrub
provide the immediate setting to the town, to the north of the M25. To the south of the M25,
large arable fields, often with gappy field boundaries provide further landscape setting. At the
southwestern edge of the town, the designed landscape of Gunpowder Park provides the

landscape setting.

Visual Character

The analysis of key visual characteristics and attributes that contribute to variations in the
overall character of the landscape (as defined by ‘Landscape Setting Areas’) within the fringes

Waltham Abbey are illustrated on Figures 4.1a and 4.1b, and described in summary below:

+ The majority of the settlement edges are lined with mature hedgerows or trees, which create
a soft, green edge;
36 Epping Forest District
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s There are some small pockets of harsh urban edge where there are gaps in hedgerows;

s There are several large areas of urban greenspace within the fringes of Waltham Abbey
which include Town Mead at the western edge and the greenspace surrounding the
Cornmill Stream and the Old River Lea or Lee to the north and some smaller areas where
there are allotments and playing fields. At the southwestern edge of the town, Gunpowder
Park provides another large area of urban greenspace;

+ There are six urban gateways into Waltham Abbey;

¢« Waltham Abbey is connected to a network of main road corridors. The B194 connects the
town with Lower Nazeing and other settlements to the north and the A121 which runs
around the southern fringe of the settlement provides connections to neighbouring towns to
the west, south and east. In addition junction number 26 of the M25 motorway which is
located at the southeast tip of the town provides access to the London Orbital;

« Waltham Abbey church is a landmark within certain short-distance views from landscape
setting areas to the northwest of the town;

+ There are many Public Rights of Way around the fringes of Waltham Abbey, while the Lee
Valley Walk recreational path runs north-south along the western edges of the settlement;

» The large Sainsbury’s warehouse depot is a visual detractor within views northwards from
Gunpowder Park to the south of the settlement edge;

« At the western edge of the town, the line of visually dominant pylons are also visual
detractors within the landscape setting;

s There are several small blocks of woodland to the north, east and south of Waltham Abbey,
and a large block of Epping Forest to the southeast, all of which limit views to the
settlement’s edges;

« To the north of town, the southern slopes of Galleyhill are considered to be visually
significant. Also, to the east of the town, the topography slopes gradually upwards from the
settlement edge to hills at Warlies Park Farm and Beach Hill Park, creating visually

significant slopes.

4.3 Historic Character

4.3.1 The analysis of historic patterns of land use and how they contribute to the overall character of
the modern landscape within the fringes of Waltham Abbey is illustrated on Figures 4.2a and

4.2b and described in summary below:

» There are two areas of Ancient Woodland, including one large block to the southeast of
Waltham Abbey within Epping Forest, and one smaller block to the east;

s There are a few medium sized areas of pre 18th Century Fields to the north and west of
Waltham Abbey, some of which touch the fringes of the settlement, to the north of Pick Hill
and south of Upshire Road;
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s There are occasional small to medium sized areas of 18th to 19th Century Enclosure which
are mostly located to the southeast of the settlement with exception of one medium to large
sized area to the northeast;

» There is one small area of Common Land at the northeastern fringe of Waltham Abbey;

« There is a concentration of Historic Fields which have suffered boundary loss to the south of
Waltham Abbey, with occasional medium sized fields to the west and north;

« There are many Modern fields post 1950 to the east of Waltham Abbey, many of which line
the M25 motorway corridor; and a few to the north and south;

« Veteran trees are scattered at the boundaries of fields within the landscape setting of the
town, with particular concentrations to the south of the M25 and at Warlies Park to the
north; and

s There is a large concentration of pre 18th century fields to the north and east of Warlies
Park (at distance from the settlement edge). This area is also designated as an ancient
landscape within the Epping Forest District Combined Local Plan (1998) and Alterations
(2006) document.

4.4 Designated Environmental Constraints

4.4.1 The analysis of the critical and less critical environmental designations within Waltham Abbey
fringes related to nature conservation, the historic environment, landscape and other aspects
such as protected floodplains, is illustrated in Figures 4.3a and 4.3b and described in summary
below. The weighting between constraints reflects the statutory (critical) and non-statutory (less

critical) or ‘moderate’ status of individual environmental designations:
Critical Constraints

* Waltham Abbey (within the town centre) and the site of the Royal Gunpowder Mills (at the
northwestern fringe of the town) are Scheduled Ancient Monuments;

+ There is a large area of SSSI (encompassing part of the Lee Valley) which fringes the
northwestern edge of the settlement;

+ The wide corridor of the River Lee, on the western fringes of Waltham Abbey is within the
flood plain. In addition there are two narrower bands of floodplain that run through the
centre of the town along the course of Cobbins Brook and one of its tributaries;

+ There are no areas of Registered Common Land in or surrounding Waltham Abbey;

s There is one large area of Ancient Woodland to the southeast at Epping Forest and several
small blocks scattered to the west and north of Waltham Abbey;

s The centre of the town, surrounding the site of the Abbey and the Abbey church, is within a
designated Conservation Area; and

s There are no Registered Parks and Gardens surrounding Waltham Abbey;
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Moderate Constraints

s There are several Local Wildlife Sites scattered around Waltham Abbey including one
medium sized area which abuts the southern fringe of the town, forming part of Gunpowder
Park.

4.5 Landscape Sensitivity

4.5.1 Drawing on the above analysis, the key sensitive landscape/environmental features that are
considered desirable to safeguard within the fringes of Waltham Abbey are shown on Figures

4.4a and 4.4b and described in summary below:

s There are several patches of sensitive historic landscape within the north, south and eastern
fringes of the town, which encompass patches of surviving pre 18" Century and 18% to 19
century enclosure;

s There are a few areas of urban greenspace character located on the edges of the town
which contribute towards local landscape character, particularly the Lee Valley Regional
Park at the northern edge of the settlement which significantly influences the character of
the northern fringe;

« Within the northern fringe of the town, along the River Lee valley there is a large block of
woodland which forms a significant landscape element and sensitive woodland area, whilst
elsewhere around the fringes of the settlement smaller blocks of woodland contribute
toward local landscape character;

s There are several Veteran trees within the surroundings of the town, particularly in the
southern and north eastern fringes which are key landscape and historic features;

+ Within the settlement fringes there is an interconnecting network of Public Rights of Way,
with a particular concentration of paths within the eastern fringes. These footpaths provide
pedestrian and cycle access between the settlement and surrounding landscapes; and

s There are several floodplains within the settlement fringes of Waltham Abbey including the
wide floodplain of the River Lee to the west, and two narrower floodplains which stretch

into the eastern fringes of the settlement.
Sensitivity of Landscape Setting Areas

4.5.2 Taking into account the above, the sensitivity of each Landscape Setting Area is evaluated as

follows, based on the criteria set out in section 1.5.3:
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Landscape | Landscape Character Sensitivity Visual Sensitivity Overall
Setting Sensitivity
Area to change
Representation | Number of | Overall Intervisibility | Visual Overall
of typical | sensitive Landscape Prominence | Visual
character natural, Character Sensitivity
cultural Sensitivity
and
historic
features
@ 3 > ] = [ = L = [ = L
S| 5|2 |5 ElE|lSzs|E|2 % B\ 5|8 g -
Zls|E |3 &*lT s ||| ||| =% &~
S |= | E < < < <
= | 8| = S 5 S S
b3 b3 b3 b3 b3
1 High
2 Moderate
3 High
4 Low
5 Moderate

4.6 Key Opportunities for Growth

4.6.1 Drawing on the above analysis, those Landscape Setting Areas identified as high or moderate
overall sensitivity are considered desirable to safeguard in landscape terms and are considered
to have a significant role in contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement.
Landscape Setting Areas that have been identified as low sensitivity may be suitable for
development in landscape terms and are considered to have a less significant role in
contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement. Further assessment work

would, however, be needed to examine site-specific landscape and visual sensitivities.
4.7 Contribution to Green Belt
4.7.1 In line with the methodology set out within Section 1.5.27, an evaluation of the contribution

that the landscape setting of Waltham Abbey makes to the purposes of including land within
the Green Belt (PPG2: Paragraph 1.5) is set out within the table below:
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Contribution to Green Belt Objectives

4.7.2 In relation to Paragraph 1.6 of PPG2, the landscape setting to Waltham Abbey is considered to

play a role in fulfilling the following objectives:

+ To provide opportunities for access to the open countryside for the urban population: A
number of key pedestrian routes cross the landscape, connecting the settlement with
adjacent landscapes;

« To provide opportunities for outdoor sport and outdoor recreation near urban areas: There
are several greenspaces (including playing fields and recreation grounds) at the edges of the
urban area;

s To secure nature conservation interest: Partially - there are two Local Wildlife Sites within
the landscape setting; and

« To retain land in agricultural, forestry and related uses: Most of the land within the

landscape setting of the settlements is under one of these uses.
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LOWER NAZEING FRINGES

Overview

Location and Boundaries

Lower Nazeing is situated in the northwest of Epping Forest District, to the south of Roydon,
north of Waltham Abbey and west of Epping Green. The southern half of the village is
surrounded by Nazeing Green Farmland Plateau Landscape Character Area (C8), whilst
Roydon Hamlet Farmland Plateau Landscape Character Area (C7) provides the northern

landscape setting to the village.

The northern landscape setting encompasses a large expanse of glasshouses which are
associated with nurseries at the northern edge of the village. To the east, a patchwork of
medium sized arable fields, with mature hedgerows at field boundaries and occasional field
trees, provides the setting to the village. Within this area, the landscape slopes downwards
along the northern edge of the village and then slopes upwards again to the north, towards

Clay Hill.

At the southeastern edge of the village, the landscape setting comprises an undulating
patchwork of small to medium-sized, predominantly arable fields that are delineated by mature
hedgerows. To the southwest, the slopes of Clayton Hill are covered by arable fields which are
lined with mature hedgerows at field boundaries. Landscape at the western edge of the village
encompasses nurseries and fields along Nursery Road; and further to the west waterbodies

within the Lee Valley corridor.

Visual Character

The analysis of key visual characteristics and attributes that contribute to variations in the
overall character of the landscape (as defined by ‘Landscape Setting Areas’) within the fringes

of Lower Nazeing are illustrated on Figure 5.1 and described in summary below:

» The majority of the settlement edges are lined with mature hedgerows or trees, which create
a soft, green edge;

s There is an area of urban greenspace at the western fringe of the village which encompasses
playing fields, whilst at the southwestern edge of the village, another urban greenspace
encompasses a park;

s There are five urban gateways. An urban gateway to the south along the B194 corridor
marks a transition between predominantly rural landscape and the start of the village. At
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the rest of the urban gateways, the transition is less marked due to farmsteads, houses and
nurseries sprawling outwards along linear road corridors from the village into the
predominantly rural setting;

» Lower Nazeing is connected by the B194 road corridor to Hoddesdon to the west and
Waltham Abbey to the south. Minor roads connect the village to other settlements to the
north and east;

+ There is a network of Public Rights of Ways within the setting of the village, particularly
around the western fringes. These footpaths provide access to the corridor of the Lee
Valley;

» There are a few small blocks of woodland to the east of the village which restrict views
westwards towards the edge of the village;

= Within the northeastern fringe of the village, the topography slopes downwards to the north,
encompassing a hillside. These slopes are considered to be visually significant; and

+ To the southeast of the village, the western slopes of Perry Hill and Clayton Hill are also

considered to be visually significant.

5.3 Historic Character

5.3.1 The analysis of historic patterns of land use and how they contribute to the overall character of
the modern landscape within the fringes of Lower Nazeing is illustrated on Figure 5.2 and

described in summary below:

s There are no areas of Ancient Woodland surrounding Lower Nazeing;

+ Many medium sized areas of pre 18th Century Fields surround the north eastern and
southern fringes of Lower Nazeing;

¢ There are a few areas of 18th to 19th Century Enclosure abutting the north eastern and
western fringes of the village;

« Several of the fields within the landscape setting of the village have suffered post 1950s
boundary loss, however some historic boundaries are evident;

« There are also several small areas of Modern fields (post 1950) scattered within the setting
of Lower Nazeing;

« There are a two areas of mineral extraction to the west of Lower Nazeing; and

+ Veteran trees are scattered at the boundaries of several fields within the setting of the

village.
5.4 Designated Environmental Constraints
5.4.1 The analysis of the critical and less critical environmental designations within Lower Nazeing

fringes related to nature conservation, the historic environment, landscape and other aspects
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such as protected floodplains, is illustrated in Figure 5.3 and described in summary below.
The weighting between constraints reflects the statutory (critical) and non-statutory (less critical)

or ‘moderate’ status of individual environmental designations:
Critical Constraints

+ There are no Scheduled Monuments within or surrounding Lower Nazeing;

+ There are no areas of SSSI surrounding Lower Nazeing;

« There is a vast area of floodplain to the west of Lower Nazeing encompassing the River Lee
Navigation and surrounding marshes. There is also a narrow band of floodplain that runs
east-west through the centre of Lower Nazeing and surrounds a tributary of the River Lee;

» There is no Registered Common Land within or surrounding Lower Nazeing;

+ There is a small block of Ancient Woodland (Totwellhill bushes) to the northeast of Lower
Nazeing, at distance from the settlement edge;

s There is a Conservation Area to the east of the settlement; and

» There are no areas of Registered Parks and Gardens in or surrounding Lower Nazeing.
Moderate Constraints

+ There are a couple of Local Wildlife Sites at some distance from Lower Nazeing, which

include Totwellhill Bushes to the northeast and Nazeing Marsh to the southwest.
5.5 Landscape Sensitivity

5.5.1 Drawing on the above analysis, the key sensitive landscape/environmental features that are
considered desirable to safeguard within the fringes of Lower Nazeing are shown on Figure 5.4

and described in summary below:

« There are several large patches of pre 18" century fields and 18" to 19% century enclosure
surrounding the village which form significant areas of sensitive historic landscape;

+ There are two areas of urban greenspace character on the southern edges of the village
which contribute toward the local landscape character within the southern fringes;

s There are several patches of sensitive woodland within the southern fringes of the village;

s There are several veteran trees located within the southern and northern fringes of the
village which are key landscape and historic features;

+ There is an interconnected network of public footpaths that create sensitive recreational
routes within the western fringes of the village. These provide access for pedestrians and

cyclists throughout the area and between the settlement and adjacent landscapes;
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« The wide floodplain of the River Lee valley abuts the western edge of the village, whilst a

tributary of the River Lee is also within the floodplain (crossing the village west-east).

Sensitivity of Landscape Setting Areas

5.5.2 Taking into account the above, the sensitivity of each Landscape Setting Area is evaluated as
follows, based on the criteria set out in section 1.5.3:
Landscape | Landscape Character Sensitivity Visual Sensitivity Overall
Setting Sensitivity
Area to change
Representation | Number of | Overall Intervisibility | Visual Overall
of typical | sensitive Landscape Prominence | Visual
character natural, Character Sensitivity
cultural Sensitivity
and
historic
features
AR EEHEEBERREEE
Zl 8| E | =S| &*1Ts |7 IT|s |||~ |T &~
o =] o— =3 = = =
-9 =] - =] =} =} =}
= = = = =
1 Low
2 Moderate
3 Moderate
4 Moderate
5 Low
5.6 Key Opportunities for Growth
5.6.1 Drawing on the above analysis, those Landscape Setting Areas identified as high or moderate
overall sensitivity are considered desirable to safeguard in landscape terms and are considered
to have a significant role in contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement.
Landscape Setting Areas that have been identified as low sensitivity may be suitable for
development in landscape terms and are considered to have a less significant role in
contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement. Further assessment work
would, however, be needed to examine site-specific landscape and visual sensitivities.
5.7 Contribution to Green Belt
5.7.1 In line with the methodology set out within Section 1.5.27, an evaluation of the contribution
that the landscape setting of Lower Nazeing makes to the purposes of including land within the
Green Belt (PPG2: Paragraph 1.5) is set out within the table below:
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Contribution to Green Belt Objectives

5.7.2 In relation to Paragraph 1.6 of PPG2, the landscape setting to Lower Nazeing is considered to

play a role in fulfilling the following objectives:

« To provide opportunities for access to the open countryside for the urban population:
Several key pedestrian routes cross the landscape, connecting the settlement with adjacent
landscapes;

« To provide opportunities for outdoor sport and outdoor recreation near urban areas: There
are two greenspaces at the southern edge of the urban area;

« To retain land in agricultural, forestry and related uses: Most of the land within the

landscape setting of the settlements is under one of these uses.
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6.2.1

March 2012

11110602 LSS F

EPPING GREEN FRINGES

Overview

Epping Green is situated towards the centre of the District, to the east of Lower Nazeing, west
of Epping and south of Harlow. The village is located within Epping Green Farmland Plateau
Landscape Character Area (C9), with Nazeing Green Farmland Plateau Landscape Character

Area (C7) situated to the north.

Along the northern edge of the village, running westwards along Epping Green, a linear strip of
small-scale fields, lined with mature hedgerows provide the setting to the village. To the north
of this, the landscape setting encompasses a series of large-scale arable fields with hedgerows
at field boundaries. The topography slopes relatively steeply downwards into the valley of

Nazeing Brook.

To the south, east and west of the village, a patchwork of small, medium and large-scale arable
fields, interspersed with linear belts of deciduous woodland and occasional field trees provide

the landscape setting to the village.

Visual Character

The analysis of key visual characteristics and attributes that contribute to variations in the
overall character of the landscape (as defined by ‘Landscape Setting Areas’) within the fringes

of Epping Green are illustrated on Figure 6.1 and described in summary below:

+ The majority of the settlement edges are lined with mature hedgerows or trees, which create
a soft, green edge;

« There are a few small pockets of harsh urban edge along the western edge of the village
where there are gaps in the hedgerow;

+ There are some small areas of urban greenspace which include school playing fields on the
southern edge and some allotments on the western edge;

¢ There are two urban gateways along the B181 road corridor which mark the transition
between the predominantly rural landscape and the village;

» Epping Green is connected by the B181 road corridor which extends to the perimeters of
Harlow to the north and Epping to the south;

+ There are a number of Public Rights of Way that surround Epping Green which include the
recreational paths of the Stort Valley Way and the Three Forests Way which run along the

northern fringes of the village;
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+ Epping Green is located on a high plateau in relation to the surrounding landscape and
therefore has the potential to be seen from surrounding areas of high ground such as the
north western edges of Nazeingwood Common;

» Some short distance views of Epping Green may be gained from surrounding Public Rights
of Way and the B181 road corridor due to the flat nature of the landscape along the ridge of
Epping Upland. Several views of the village are limited by hedgerows and hedgerow trees;

+ There are a few small patches of woodland to the east of the village and one patch to the
west which limit views to the eastern and western edges of the village respectively. There
are some larger patches of woodland at greater distances from the village to the north and
south that lie at a lower gradient from the village which restrict views upwards to Epping
Green; and

s The land slopes steeply away from the northern edges of Epping Green towards the centre

of Nazeingwood Common and Jack’s Hatch settlement creating a visually significant slope.

6.3 Historic Character

6.3.1 The analysis of historic patterns of land use and how they contribute to the overall character of
the modern landscape within the fringes of Epping Green is illustrated on Figure 6.2 and

described in summary below:

+ There are two blocks of Ancient Woodland to the northeast of Epping Green that lie within
Harlow District;

s Several small pockets of pre 18th Century Fields are scattered throughout the landscape
surrounding the settlement and also abut the northeast, east and southern edges;

+ There are several medium sized 18th to 19th Century Enclosure fields to the north of Epping
Green, including the expanse of Nazeing Common;

+ Along, narrow strip of Common Land that runs northeast-southwest across the landscape to
the north of Epping Long Green;

= Epping Green is predominantly surrounded by Historic Fields with Boundary Loss with the
exception of the area to the north which is dominated by 18th to 19th Century Enclosure.

s There are only a few Modern fields (post 1950); these are located along Epping Long Green
(the strip of land that runs northeast-southwest from the northwest corner of Epping Green
settlement) and in the area surrounding the settlement of Epping Upland to the southeast of

Epping Green.

6.4 Designated Environmental Constraints

6.4.1 The analysis of the critical and less critical environmental designations within Epping Green

fringes related to nature conservation, the historic environment, landscape and other aspects
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such as protected floodplains, is illustrated in Figure 6.3 and described in summary below.
The weighting between constraints reflects the statutory (critical) and non-statutory (less critical)

or ‘moderate’ status of individual environmental designations:
Critical Constraints

« Nazeingwood Common forms a large area of Registered Common Land close to the
northwest fringe of Epping Green. In addition there are narrow strips of Registered
Common Land through the centre of Epping Green and running to the south and southeast;

» There are several medium sized blocks of Ancient Woodland to the southwest of Epping
Green including Copy Wood, Ballhill Wood and Orange Wood; and

« There are no Conservation Areas within Epping Green.
Moderate Constraints

» There are several Local Wildlife Sites scattered within the landscape setting of Epping

Green.
6.5 Landscape Sensitivity

6.5.1 Drawing on the above analysis, the key sensitive landscape/environmental features that are
considered desirable to safeguard within the fringes of Epping Green are shown on Figure 6.4

and described in summary below:

« A large portion of the landscape within the northern fringe of the village comprises 18" to
19% century enclosure (including Nazeingwood Common) while to the north, east, south
and west there are several patches of pre 18" century fields. Both of these areas are
considered to be sensitive historic landscapes;

« There is one area of urban greenspace character on the southern edge of the village and
another smaller area to the east, which contribute toward the local landscape character
within the southern fringe of the settlement;

¢ There are some small patches of sensitive woodland within the fringes of Epping Green
which make a small contribution toward local landscape character;

s There are several veteran trees within the settlement fringes which are sensitive landscape
and historic features; and

+ An interconnected network of public footpaths creates sensitive recreational routes within
the fringes of the village. These provide access for pedestrians and cyclists throughout the

landscape setting.
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Sensitivity of Landscape Setting Areas

6.5.2 Taking into account the above, the sensitivity of each Landscape Setting Area is evaluated as

follows, based on the criteria set out in section 1.5.3:

6.6

6.6.1

6.7

6.7.1

Landscape | Landscape Character Sensitivity Visual Sensitivity Overall
Setting Sensitivity
Area to change
Representation | Number of | Overall Intervisibility | Visual Overall
of typical | sensitive Landscape Prominence | Visual
character natural, Character Sensitivity
cultural Sensitivity
and
historic
features
@ Y = > v -= Y -= 3 -= Y -= Y
S1E|E |5 ElE|EE B2 ¢ E.@g%.ngi
k3 ] £ s & I o 1T | 3 |l Tl s |~ T g —
I=] - - =] = = =
= S | = S S 3 3
= = = = =
High
Moderate

Key Opportunities for Growth

Drawing on the above analysis, those Landscape Setting Areas identified as high or moderate
overall sensitivity are considered desirable to safeguard in landscape terms and are considered
to have a significant role in contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement.
Landscape Setting Areas that have been identified as low sensitivity may be suitable for
development in landscape terms and are considered to have a less significant role in
contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement. Further assessment work

would, however, be needed to examine site-specific landscape and visual sensitivities.

Contribution to Green Belt

In line with the methodology set out within Section 1.5.27, an evaluation of the contribution
that the landscape setting of Epping Green makes to the purposes of including land within the

Green Belt (PPG2: Paragraph 1.5) is set out within the table below:
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Contribution to Green Belt Objectives

6.7.2 In relation to Paragraph 1.6 of PPG2, the landscape setting to Epping Green is considered to

play a role in fulfilling the following objectives:

+ To provide opportunities for access to the open countryside for the urban population: An
interconnected network of key pedestrian routes cross the landscape, connecting the
settlement with adjacent landscapes;

« To provide opportunities for outdoor sport and outdoor recreation near urban areas: There
are two greenspaces at the settlement edge;

« To secure nature conservation interest: There are several Local Wildlife Sites within the
landscape setting; and

s To retain land in agricultural, forestry and related uses: Most of the land within the

landscape setting of the settlements is under one of these uses.
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7.0

7.1

7.1.1

7.2

7.2.1

March 2012

11110602 LSS F

LOWER SHEERING/SHEERING FRINGES

Overview

The village of Lower Sheering is situated in the northwestern corner of Epping Forest District, to
the west of Sheering. Lower Sheering is situated within the River Stort Landscape Character
Area (B1), whilst Sheering is situated within the Sheering Farmland Plateau Landscape

Character Area (C1).

To the north and west of Lower Sheering the gently meandering corridor of the River Stort
encompassing clumps of woodland, areas of rough grassland and scrub provides the landscape
setting to the village. A mainline railway corridor runs north-south through this area,

introducing a source of noise and movement.

The north-eastern landscape setting of Lower Sheering encompasses very large arable fields
which are lined with hedgerows and interspersed with a relatively large belt of woodland.
Similarly, to the south and east of the village, the landscape setting comprises large arable
fields which are delineated with mature hedgerows. Occasional field trees are also landscape
features. The corridor of the M11 which runs north-south across the landscape is a physical

and visual barrier between the villages of Lower Sheering and Sheering.

To the north of Sheering, large arable fields, delineated with mature hedgerows (occasionally
containing hedgerow trees) provide the landscape setting to the village. Similarly, the southern
and eastern landscape setting of Sheering encompasses medium to large-scale arable fields,
interspersed with occasional woodland blocks. Further to the south, at distance from the
settlement edge, the gently meandering treed corridor of Pincey Brook crosses the landscape

running east-west.

Visual Character

The analysis of key visual characteristics and attributes that contribute to variations in the
overall character of the landscape (as defined by ‘Landscape Setting Areas’) within the fringes

of Lower Sheering/Sheering are illustrated on Figure 7.1 and described in summary below:

« The majority of the settlement edges within both Lower Sheering and Sheering are lined
with mature hedgerows or trees, which create a soft, green edge;
+ There is a small pocket of harsh urban edge along the northeastern edge of Lower Sheering

where there are gaps in the hedgerows;

57 Epping Forest District
settlement Edge Landscape Sensitivity Study
inal Report_V2_11-01-10.doc Chris Blandford Associates

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com

EB712


http://www.pdffactory.com

EB712

J1910B1RYD) [BNSIA
- Busays/3uniaays Jamo
1"z 23y

AANLS ALIAILISNGS 3dVOSANV

SIANLS IdVISANVT TIDNNOD 1II1SIA 157404 DNIddI SILYIDOSSY YOJANV1E SINHD

DN —

w ooy 00¢ 0

ealy Apnig D
ealy Sumas adeospue] B

MIIA @OURISI MoYS AdY AN

MIIA ouesI(] SuoT Asy AN
9)N0Y URLISIPIA] ABY === ==
QINOY D1fel] ADY e

Jopena( fensin - MK

Aemareny uequin

Jrewpue] W

I9)oeIRYD) 9dBdSUSRID) UeGIN

23p7 ueqin pasodxg preH  ANNV,
a8p3 ueqin usa1D yos AN\,

sishjeuy

spojg puejpoop sofery [
adoj|s Jueoyiuis AjjensipA = m =

sauneay Sunsixg

@ ADI

6007 - FE£B10001 “ON 9209011 VO SO s8uIpanoid |11 10 wonnassoid of peay Aews pue 1g814do> Umoi saBurul uonoNpoxdar pasuoqneun BuAdos

UMOID) @ 1O AIBUONEIS 5,A153[eI 19H JO JB[[04U0D) BY) uad AU UM [BLIBIEW AAING BDUBLPIO) UO Paseq st dew siy|

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com


http://www.pdffactory.com

EB712

+ Lower Sheering village meets Sawbridgeworth within Harlow District to the west and
therefore there is little open landscape between the two settlements;

+ There are several areas of urban greenspace within the fringes of Lower Sheering and
Sheering that encompass sports fields and recreational grounds;

« There are two urban gateways at the settlement edge of Lower Sheering along the Sheering
Lower Road, one in the north and another to the south, which mark the transition between
the village edge and predominantly rural landscape;

¢ There are three urban gateways at the fringes of Sheering, two along the B183 corridor
which runs east west and one from the south along Church Lane. The urban gateways from
the east and south signify a transition from a predominantly rural landscape to the
settlement within the village, while the urban gateway from the west has a more gradual
transition where the B183 road passes over the M11 motorway;

+ The main B183 road corridor connects Sheering with Hatfield Heath and Harlow to the
south. Lower Sheering is connected with minor roads linking with the A1184 road corridor
which runs north south through Sawbridgeworth.

s There is a network of Public Rights of Way which surround Lower Sheering and Sheering,
while the recreational paths of the Stort Valley Way, the Harcamlow Way and the Three
Forests Way run east-west across the area surrounding Lower Sheering and Sheering and
directly through the village of Lower Sheering;

s« A key long distance view of the eastern settlement edge of Sheering can be gained from
Sawbridgeworth Road to the north of the village;

s A key short distance view of Sheering can be gained looking eastwards from the Harlow
Road corridor (B183);

« Key short distance views of the western settlement edge of Lower Sheering can be gained
from Sheering Mill Road to the west of the village and also from this road where is passes
through Sawbridgeworth, further to the west;

+ A key short distance view of the western edge of Lower Sheering can be gained, looking
westwards from the Back Lane road corridor, which connects both villages;

» There are several small blocks of woodland in the surrounding area, several of which limit
views to the villages, including those at Great Hyde Hall which restrict views of Lower
Sheering from the north and Glyn’s Spring and Heathen Wood which restrict views of
Sheering from the south; and

s The eastern valley side of the River Stort, as it rises from the west (to the east of Lower

Sheering and south of Sheering) is considered to be a visually significant slope.
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7.3 Historic Character

7.3.1 The analysis of historic patterns of land use and how they contribute to the overall character of
the modern landscape within the fringes of Sheering/Lower Sheering is illustrated on Figure 7.2

and described in summary below:

s There are three small areas of Ancient Woodland to the south of Sheering and Lower
Sheering, at distance from the settlement edge;

« A large concentration of pre 18th Century fields are located at the southern edge of Lower
Sheering, with several smaller pockets to the southeast of Sheering;

* One small field of 18th to 19th century enclosure is situated at the southern edge of
Sheering;

« Several of the historic fields within the northern and southern landscape setting of Sheering
and at the eastern edge of Lower Sheering have suffered post 1950s boundary loss,
however, historic field boundaries are still visible;

« There is a concentration of modern fields (post 1950s) towards the M11 corridor which runs
north-south to the west of Sheering/Lower Sheering;

s There is one small area of mineral extraction to the north of Sheering close to the M11
corridor; and

« Veteran tree mapping has not yet been undertaken fro this part of the District.

7.4 Designated Environmental Constraints

7.4.1 The analysis of the critical and less critical environmental designations within Lower Sheering
and Sheering fringes related to nature conservation, the historic environment, landscape and
other aspects such as protected floodplains, is illustrated in Figure 7.3 and described in
summary below. The weighting between constraints reflects the statutory (critical) and non-

statutory (less critical) or ‘moderate’ status of individual environmental designations:
Critical Constraints

¢ The River Stort forms a wide flood plain which runs north-south along the western fringes of
Lower Sheering (most of which lies within the neighbouring Harlow District to the west);

» There is also a narrow floodplain surrounding Pincey Brook to the south of Sheering;

s There is one small block of Ancient Woodland to the south of Sheering, named Heathen
Wood; and

+ There is a Registered Parks and Gardens at Down Hall to the southeast of Sheering.
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Moderate Constraints

s There are several Local Wildlife Sites at some distance from the northern and southern

edges of Lower Sheering and Sheering.

7.5 Landscape Sensitivity

7.5.1 Drawing on the above analysis, the key sensitive landscape/environmental features that are

considered desirable to safeguard within the fringes of Lower Sheering/Sheering are shown on

Figure 7.4 and described in summary below:

« The landscape to the southeast of Lower Sheering and several fields to the north and south

of Sheering represent sensitive historic landscape, encompassing patches of pre 18" Century

fields and small areas of 18" to 19" century enclosure;

s There are some small areas of urban greenspace character on the edges of Sheering which

contribute to the local landscape character within the settlement fringes;

s There are a few, small patches of sensitive woodland within the northern fringes of Lower

Sheering; and

« An interconnected network of public footpaths creates sensitive recreational routes within

the fringes of the villages. These provide access for pedestrians and cyclists throughout the

area.

Sensitivity of Landscape Setting Areas

7.5.2 Taking into account the above, the sensitivity of each Landscape Setting Area is evaluated as

follows, based on the criteria set out in section 1.5.3:

Landscape | Landscape Character Sensitivity Visual Sensitivity Overall
Setting Sensitivity
Area to change
Representation | Number of | Overall Intervisibility | Visual Overall
of typical | sensitive Landscape Prominence | Visual
character natural, Character Sensitivity
cultural Sensitivity
and
historic
features
v -] - P %] = [ = L = [ = L
S| 2|2 |ElEE|lHE|E|2 2 |8|2 2|2 a‘J 8 2
o =3 = = = = =
= | 8| = S S S S
= = b3 = =
1 High
2 High
3 High
4 Moderate
5 High
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7.6 Key Opportunities for Growth

7.6.1 Drawing on the above analysis, those Landscape Setting Areas identified as high or moderate
overall sensitivity are considered desirable to safeguard in landscape terms and are considered
to have a significant role in contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement.
Landscape Setting Areas that have been identified as low sensitivity may be suitable for
development in landscape terms and are considered to have a less significant role in
contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement. Further assessment work

would, however, be needed to examine site-specific landscape and visual sensitivities.

7.7 Contribution to Green Belt

7.7.1 In line with the methodology set out within Section 1.5.27, an evaluation of the contribution
that the landscape setting of Sheering and Lower Sheering makes to the purposes of including

land within the Green Belt (PPG2: Paragraph 1.5) is set out within the table below:
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Contribution to Green Belt Objectives

7.7.2 In relation to Paragraph 1.6 of PPG2, the landscape setting to Lower Sheering/Sheering is

considered to play a role in fulfilling the following objectives:

+ To provide opportunities for access to the open countryside for the urban population: An
interconnected network of key pedestrian routes cross the landscape, connecting the
settlement with adjacent landscapes;

« To provide opportunities for outdoor sport and outdoor recreation near urban areas: There
are two urban greenspaces at the edges of Sheering and one at the edge of Lower Sheering;

s« To retain land in agricultural, forestry and related uses: Most of the land within the

landscape setting of the settlements is under one of these uses.
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8.1

8.1.1

8.1.4

8.2

8.2.1
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ROYDON FRINGES

Overview

Roydon is situated within the northwestern corner of Epping Forest District, to the north of
Lower Nazeing and northwest of Epping Green. Roydon Farmland Plateau Landscape
Character Area (C6) provides the landscape setting to the village, whilst Roydon Hamlet

Farmland Plateau Landscape Character Area (C7) is situated to the south of the village.

At the western edge of the village, the landscape setting encompasses a large arable field (at
Roydon Park) which cloaks a hill, sloping downwards to the west towards the Lee Valley. A
series of smaller-scale arable fields which are lined with mature hedgerows are situated at the

settlement edge.

To the north of Roydon, the gently meandering corridor of the River Stort, which is lined with
mature trees and linear belts of woodland, provides the landscape setting to the village. The
main railway line also crosses this area, lined in places with trees. Associated with the river
corridor is a patchwork of small-scale arable and pastoral fields which are lined with mature
hedgerows. The river corridor and its associated vegetation provide a strong sense of enclosure

to the northern edge of the village.

At the eastern edge of Roydon village, the landscape setting comprises large arable fields lined
with mature hedgerows and interspersed with sinuous belts of mature deciduous woodland to
the south of Harlow Road and at World's End. To the south of the village, a patchwork of
small to medium-scale arable fields, lined with mature hedgerows and trees at field boundaries

provide a sense of enclosure.

Visual Character

The analysis of key visual characteristics and attributes that contribute to variations in the
overall character of the landscape (as defined by ‘Landscape Setting Areas’) within the fringes

of Roydon are illustrated on Figure 8.1 and described in summary below:

» The majority of the settlement edges are lined with mature hedgerows or trees, which create
a soft, green edge;
+ The road corridors in proximity to the village are lined with mature trees and hedgerows,
which limit views to the settlement;
+ There is one area of urban greenspace within the village, which consists of recreational
grounds located within the western fringes;
65 Epping Forest District
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+ There are four urban gateways which mark the transition between rural landscape and
settlement within the village, two of which are located on the B181 road corridor and the
other two are on minor roads extending out of the village to the east and west;

s Roydon is connected by the main road corridors of the B181 and Harlow Road. To the
north of the settlement, the B181 road corridor provides access to the A414 to the north and
to the south, the B181 road corridor provides access to Epping to the south and Harlow to
the west;

+ There are several Public Rights of Way within the setting of Roydon including the
recreational paths of the Three Forests Way (to the west and south of the village) the Stort
Valley Way and the Harcamlow Way (to the north of the village) which connect the village
with the River Lee to the west and Harlow to the east;

s There are several small blocks of woodland within the setting of Roydon, which limit views
of the settlement edges from the west, south and east;

+ To the west of the village, the topography encompasses a hill which slopes downwards to
the west towards the valley of the River Lee (the western slopes of this hill form the eastern
valley sides). These slopes are considered to be visually significant; and

» Visually significant slopes have also been identified to the east of the village, where the

topography rises from the edge of the settlement to the top of two hills.

8.3 Historic Character

8.3.1 The analysis of historic patterns of land use and how they contribute to the overall character of
the modern landscape within the fringes of Roydon is illustrated on Figure 8.2 and described in

summary below:

¢ There are two small blocks of Ancient Woodland within the landscape setting of Roydon.
One is situated to the east within Harlow District and the other to the south of Roydon
village;

« There are several patches of small to medium sized pre 18th Century fields to the east and
west of Roydon, with a large concentration within the southern fringe of the village, to the
north of Hall’'s Green;

s There are a few areas of 18th to 19th Century Enclosure at the south-eastern edge of the
village;

+ Several of the fields within the landscape setting of the village have suffered post 1950s
boundary loss, however remnant historic boundaries are apparent;

« There are several pockets of Modern fields (post 1950) surrounding Roydon, some of which
touch the fringes of the settlement;

+ There are no areas of Mineral extraction surrounding Roydon; and
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+ There is a high concentration of veteran trees at field boundaries within the fringes of

Roydon, particularly to the southeast of the village, to the south of World’s End.
8.4 Designated Environmental Constraints

8.4.1 The analysis of the critical and less critical environmental designations within Roydon fringes
related to nature conservation, the historic environment, landscape and other aspects such as
protected floodplains, is illustrated in Figure 8.3 and described in summary below. The
weighting between constraints reflects the statutory (critical) and non-statutory (less critical) or

‘moderate’ status of individual environmental designations:
Critical Constraints

s There are two Scheduled Monuments at some distance from Roydon including a moat at
Netherhall to the southwest and a Cold War heavy aircraft gun station to the southeast;

» There is a wide, vast floodplain to the north and west of Roydon which follows the paths of
River Lee and River Stort corridors;

« There is a medium sized area of Registered Common Land to the northeast of Roydon (most
of which lies within Harlow District to the north);

« There are two small blocks of Ancient Woodland within the southern fringes of the village,
at some distance from the settlement edge (one at Totwellhill Bushes and another to the
west of this); and

« There are no Conservation Areas within the village; however there is one at the

southeastern edge.
Moderate Constraints
« There are several Local Wildlife Sites scattered within the fringes of the village.
8.5 Landscape Sensitivity
8.5.1 Drawing on the above analysis, the key sensitive landscape/environmental features that are
considered desirable to safeguard within the fringes of Roydon are shown on Figure 8.4 and

described in summary below:

+ There are patches of sensitive historic landscape scattered to the west, south and east of the

village which comprise pre 18th Century fields and some 18th to 19th century enclosure;
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8.5.2

8.6

8.6.1

March 2012

There is one small area of urban greenspace character on the southern edge of the
settlement edge which contributes toward the local landscape character within the eastern
fringe of the settlement;

There are two medium sized patches of sensitive woodland within the fringes of the village
which contribute to local landscape character;

There are many veteran trees located within the landscape of the village which are sensitive
landscape and historic features;

An interconnected network of public footpaths creates sensitive recreational routes within
the fringes of the village. These provide access for pedestrians and cyclists throughout the
area and connect the settlement to the surrounding landscape; and

The wide floodplain of the River Stort borders the northern edge of the village, whilst the
wide floodplain of the River Lee is situated in relatively close proximity to the western edge

of the village.

Sensitivity of Landscape Setting Areas

Taking into account the above, the sensitivity of each Landscape Setting Area is evaluated as

follows, based on the criteria set out in section 1.5.3:

Landscape | Landscape Character Sensitivity Visual Sensitivity Overall
Setting Sensitivity
Area to change
Representation | Number of | Overall Intervisibility | Visual Overall
of typical | sensitive Landscape Prominence | Visual
character natural, Character Sensitivity
cultural Sensitivity
and
historic
features
@ 3 > 3 = [ = GJ = [ = GJ
SIS |EElElHE|2|l2 2 |E8|8¢E 2318 %382
S |= | E < < < <
= [ 8| = S 5 S S
b3 b3 b3 b3 b3
1 High
2 High
3 High
4 High

Key Opportunities for Growth

Drawing on the above analysis, those Landscape Setting Areas identified as high or moderate
overall sensitivity are considered desirable to safeguard in landscape terms and are considered
to have a significant role in contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement.
Landscape Setting Areas that have been identified as low sensitivity may be suitable for

development in landscape terms and are considered to have a less significant role in
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contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement. Further assessment work

would, however, be needed to examine site-specific landscape and visual sensitivities.
8.7 Contribution to Green Belt
8.7.1 In line with methodology set out within Section 1.5.27, an evaluation of the contribution that

the landscape setting of Roydon makes to the purposes of including land within the Green Belt

(PPG2: Paragraph 1.5) is set out within the table below:
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Contribution to Green Belt Objectives

8.7.2 In relation to Paragraph 1.6 of PPG2, the landscape setting to Roydon is considered to play a

role in fulfilling the following objectives:

+ To provide opportunities for access to the open countryside for the urban population: An
interconnected network of key pedestrian routes cross the landscape, connecting the
settlement with adjacent landscapes;

« To provide opportunities for outdoor sport and outdoor recreation near urban areas: There
is one area of urban greenspace at the settlement edge;

s To secure nature conservation interest: There is a small pocket of Ancient Woodland to the
southwest of the village within the landscape setting and a few Local Wildlife Sites; and

s To retain land in agricultural, forestry and related uses: Most of the land within the

landscape setting of the settlements is under one of these uses.
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9.1.1

9.1.4

9.2

9.2.1
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LOUGHTON/BUCKHURST HILL/THEYDON BOIS FRINGES

Overview

Loughton, Buckhurst Hill and Theydon Bois are situated in the southwestern corner of the
District. Loughton and Buckhurst Hill form a continuous urban area (running north-south),
whilst Theydon Bois is a separate village which is situated to the northwest. Chigwell Wooded
Ridges and Valleys Landscape Character Area (G3) provides the eastern landscape setting to
Theydon Bois and Loughton, whilst Epping Forest Ridge (D2) forms the northwestern edges of
Loughton, Buckhurst Hill and Theydon Bois settlements. The corridor of the Roding valley runs
along the southern edges of Loughton and Buckhurst Hill (Lower Roding Landscape Character

Area: B4).

The landscape setting to the north of Theydon Bois (the most northerly village of the three
settlements) comprises a patchwork of medium scale fields on an underlying undulating
landscape. To the northeast of the village, the large expanse of woodland (forming part of
Epping Forest) provides a sense of enclosure. The corridor of the M25 runs to the north of the
village, whilst the London Underground rail corridor transects this landscape from north to

south and bounds Theydon Bois to the east.

To the south of Theydon Bois and north of Loughton the landscape comprises two differing
areas of local landscape character. To the east the landscape comprises medium to large scale
fields which are delineated by hedgerows and hedgerow trees, whilst to the west it comprises
blocks of woodland that stretch eastwards from Epping Forest. To the west, there is also a golf

course set within the treed landscape.

The western edge of the three settlements is lined by Epping Forest which rises towards a ridge
to the west of the settlement and provides a distinctive enclosed setting. To the east of the
settlement, the landscape setting is relatively varied, consisting of a golf course, several ponds,
and a network of agricultural fields which are often lined by hedgerows with hedgerow trees.
The landscape is also crossed by the north-south running M11 motorway corridor and the

valley for the River Roding to the east.

Visual Character

The analysis of key visual characteristics and attributes that contribute to variations in the
overall character of the landscape (as defined by ‘Landscape Setting Areas’) within the fringes
of Loughton/Theydon Bois/Buckhurst Hill are illustrated on Figures 9.1a, 9.1b and 9.1c and
described in summary below:
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+ The majority of the settlement edges around all three settlements are lined with mature
hedgerows or trees, which create soft, green edges;

+ There are a couple of small pockets of harsh urban edge at the north and south of Theydon
Bois, and one stretch of harsh exposed urban edge along the Debden Industrial Estate on
the eastern edge of Loughton. These harsh edges occur where there are gaps in the
vegetation surrounding the settlements;

« There are several urban greenspaces at the edges of the settlements of Loughton and
Theydon Bois which include school playing fields, sports fields, a golf course and
recreational grounds that stretch along the River Roding;

» There are three urban gateways at Theydon Bois, two of which mark the transition from a
wooded landscape into the village and the other which marks a transition from a
predominantly rural landscape to the village;

+ In addition, there are three urban gateways within Loughton and two within Buckhurst Hill;

+ Loughton, Buckhurst Hill and Theydon Bois are connected by a comprehensive network of
main arterial routes. The A121 road corridor connects Loughton to the south and north, the
A1168 road corridor links Loughton to the east, south and M11 motorway and the B172
runs east west through Theydon Bois linking the village to its surroundings;

+ Buckhurst Hill Church provides a landmark in long distance views to the settlement from
the surrounding landscape setting;

+ There are a few Public Rights of Way within the setting of Loughton, Buckhurst Hill and
Theydon Bois. Recreational paths that pass through the area include the London Loop
which passes in between Loughton and Buckhurst Hill, the Centenary Walk which passes
along the eastern edge of Loughton and Theydon Bois and the Three Forests Way which
passes through the centre of Loughton;

s All three settlements are located on relatively high ground and Loughton and Buckhurst in
particular are built on a ridge that rises from the floodplain of the River Roding to the east.
There are several key long distance views of the settlement edges from the surrounding
landscape setting, which include some views from the A113 road corridor across the
Roding valley to the eastern edge of the Loughton and from the B170 road corridor across
the Roding Valley towards Buckhurst Hill and its church tower;

s Key short distance views of Theydon Bois have been identified from Public Rights of Way
around the village and similarly from locations within the River Roding Corridor towards
Loughton and Buckhurst Hill, but these are often limited due to mature hedgerows and
trees;

» Epping Forest borders all three settlements to the west, blocking views of the western
stretches of the settlements, while occasional smaller strips of woodland limit some views to
the east of the settlements; and

+ There are two visually significant slopes within the landscape setting of Theydon Bois,

where the landscape falls relatively steeply away from the edges of the village.
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9.3 Historic Character

9.3.1 The analysis of historic patterns of land use and how they contribute to the overall character of
the modern landscape within the fringes of Loughton, Buckhurst Hill and Theydon Bois is

illustrated on Figures 9.2a, 9.2b and 9.2c and described in summary below:

+ The majority of landscape to the west of Loughton, Buckhurst Hill and Theydon Bois is
covered by Ancient Woodland (forming part of Epping Forest) with additional pockets
between Loughton and Theydon Bois and on the southern fringes of Buckhurst Hill;

s There are small pockets of medium sized pre 18th Century fields to the southwest of
Theydon Bois and one within the settlement in between Loughton and Buckhurst Hill;

« There are a few small pockets of 18th to 19th Century Enclosure, one to the east of
Loughton and two to the east of Theydon Bois;

s There are a three small areas of Common Land, two within Theydon Bois and one in
between the settlements of Loughton and Theydon Bois;

» Several of the fields within the landscape setting of all three settlements have suffered post
1950s boundary loss;

+ There is a scattering of medium sized modern fields” post 1950 to the northeast, and east of
Loughton/Buckhurst Hill/Theydon Bois. Most of the modern (post 1950s) fields to the east
are set beyond the M11 corridor. There are also several small modern fields at the edges of
Loughton and Buckhurst Hill to the west; and

» A relatively dense concentration of veteran trees are scattered within the landscape setting

of the settlements.

9.4 Designated Environmental Constraints

9.4.1 The analysis of the critical and less critical environmental designations within Loughton,
Buckhurst Hill and Theydon Bois fringes related to nature conservation, the historic
environment, landscape and other aspects such as protected floodplains, is illustrated in
Figures 9.3a, 9.3b and 9.3c and described in summary below. The weighting between
constraints reflects the statutory (critical) and non-statutory (less critical) or ‘moderate’ status of

individual environmental designations:
Critical Constraints

+ There are three Scheduled Monuments within the landscape setting of these settlements,
which include Loughton Camp to the west of Loughton, Ambresbury Banks to the northwest
of Theydon Bois (both within Epping Forest) and the site of a roman villa to the east of
Loughton;
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« At the western edge of the settlements, Epping Forest is designated as a SSSI and is also
Ancient Woodland. There are also several smaller blocks of Ancient Woodland scattered
between Theydon Bois and Loughton; and

» Theydon Bois and Loughton are both bounded by the floodplain of the River Roding to the
east. In addition two narrower floodplains feed into the River Roding floodplain (following

narrower tributary streams) through Loughton and to the east of Loughton.
Moderate Constraints

» There are several small Local Wildlife Sites within the landscape setting between Theydon
Bois and Loughton; and
« There are several Local Nature Reserves associated with the valley of the River Roding to

the east of the settlements.

9.5 Landscape Sensitivity

9.5.1 Drawing on the above analysis, the key sensitive landscape/environmental features that are
considered desirable to safeguard within the fringes of Loughton/Buckhurst Hill/Theydon Bois

are shown on Figure 9.4 a, 9.4b and 9.4c and described in summary below:

s« There are a few small areas of sensitive historic landscape scattered within the northern
fringes of Loughton and Theydon Bois, including some small areas of pre 18" Century fields
between Loughton and Theydon Bois and within the western fringes of Theydon Bois, plus
two small fields of pre 18" to 19" Century enclosure within the eastern fringes of Theydon
Bois.

+ There are many areas of urban greenspace character close to the edge of the settlements
which contribute to the landscape character of the urban fringes, particularly along the
south eastern fringes of Loughton and Buckhurst Hill where there is a concentration of
recreational grounds and playing fields;

+ The sensitive woodland area of Epping Forest which bounds all three settlements to the west
forms a significant landscape element within the western fringes of the settlements, while
elsewhere within the fringes of the settlements smaller blocks of woodland make a
contribution to the local landscape character;

s There are several veteran trees scattered within the fringes of the settlements which are key
landscape and historic features;

» There are a few Public Rights of Way within the fringes of the settlements which form
sensitive recreational routes. These provide access for pedestrians and cyclists throughout

the area; and
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« There is a wide floodplain along the River Roding within the eastern fringes of Loughton
and Buckhurst Hill and two smaller floodplains to the north, one within the northern fringes

of Loughton and the other within the eastern fringes of Theydon Bois.

Sensitivity of Landscape Setting Areas

9.5.2 Taking into account the above, the sensitivity of each Landscape Setting Area is evaluated as
follows, based on the criteria set out in section 1.5.3:
Landscape | Landscape Character Sensitivity Visual Sensitivity Overall
Setting Sensitivity
Area to change
Representation | Number of | Overall Intervisibility | Visual Overall
of typical | sensitive Landscape Prominence | Visual
character natural, Character Sensitivity
cultural Sensitivity
and
historic
features
AR ERH ERRERHERE
o =] - = = = -
-9 =] - =] =} =} =}
= b= b= = =
1 High
2 Moderate
3 Moderate
4 Moderate
5 Moderate
6 Moderate
9.6 Key Opportunities for Growth
9.6.1 Drawing on the above analysis, those Landscape Setting Areas identified as high or moderate
overall sensitivity are considered desirable to safeguard in landscape terms and are considered
to have a significant role in contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement.
Landscape Setting Areas that have been identified as low sensitivity may be suitable for
development in landscape terms and are considered to have a less significant role in
contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement. Further assessment work
would, however, be needed to examine site-specific landscape and visual sensitivities.
9.7 Contribution to Green Belt
9.7.1 In line with methodology set out within Section 1.5.27, an evaluation of the contribution that

March 2012

11110602 LSS F

the landscape setting of Loughton/Buckhurst Hill/Theydon Bois makes to the purposes of
including land within the Green Belt (PPG2: Paragraph 1.5) is set out within the table below:
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Contribution to Green Belt Objectives

9.7.2 In relation to Paragraph 1.6 of PPG2, the landscape setting to Loughton/Buckhurst

Hill/Theydon Bois is considered to play a role in fulfilling the following objectives:

+ To provide opportunities for access to the open countryside for the urban population: An
interconnected network of key pedestrian routes cross the landscape, connecting the
settlement with adjacent landscapes;

« To provide opportunities for outdoor sport and outdoor recreation near urban areas: There
are several areas of urban greenspace at the settlement edge;

« To secure nature conservation interest: There are several sites of nature conservation
interest and areas of Ancient Woodland within the landscape setting to the settlements;

s To retain land in agricultural, forestry and related uses: A relatively high proportion of the

land within the landscape setting of the settlements is under one of these uses.
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10.0 SEWARDSTONE FRINGES

10.1 Overview

10.1.1  The small village of Sewardstone is situated within the southwestern corner of Epping Forest
District, to the south of Waltham Abbey. Rammey Marsh Landscape Character Area (A4)
provides the landscape setting for most of the village, with Lippett and Daws Hills Landscape

Character Area (F4) abutting the northeastern and southeastern edges.

10.1.2  To the west of the village the landscape is characterised by land that rises steeply to the east
towards Barn Hill and another steep hill at the north west edge of the village. Both hills are
separated by a tributary to the River Lee. This steep land is overlain by a patchwork of fields
which are delineated by mature hedgerows and interspersed with occasional small woodland
blocks. Smaller-scale fields, which are interspersed with ponds, form the landscape setting to

the south, where the land rises to a small hill near Picks Farm.

10.1.3  Along the western edge of the settlement edge the village is lined by small fields, however the
large imposing built form of King George’s Reservoir (within the adjacent district) dominates
the landscape setting within the south-western edge of the village. To the north of the village
arable farmland managed by Gunpowder Park provides the setting and is again sloping

gradually to the east.
10.2  Visual Character

10.2.1  The analysis of key visual characteristics and attributes that contribute to variations in the
overall character of the landscape (as defined by ‘Landscape Setting Areas’) within the fringes

of Sewardstone are illustrated on Figure 10.1 and described in summary below:

+ The majority of the settlement edges are lined with mature hedgerows or trees, which create
a soft, green edge;

+ There are several pockets of harsh urban edge where there are gaps in the hedgerows,
particularly surrounding farms and nurseries;

» There are no areas of urban greenspace at the fringes of Sewardstone;

« There are four urban gateways into Sewardstone, two of which are along the A112 corridor
and two that are located along minor roads from the east. These urban gateways mark the
transition between a predominantly rural landscape and built up area within the village;

+ Sewardstone is connected to adjacent road corridors by the A112 corridor which runs

north-south through the centre of the village;
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s There are a few Public Rights of Way that are located at the edges of the village and the Lea
Valley Walk recreational path runs east west through the centre of the village;

¢ There are several medium sized blocks of woodland to the east and some to the west of the
village which partially limit views to the settlement edges.

« To the east of the village, the land that slopes upwards has been identified as a visually

significant slope.
10.3 Historic Character

10.3.1  The analysis of historic patterns of land use and how they contribute to the overall character of
the modern landscape within the fringes of Sewardstone is illustrated on Figure 10.2 and

described in summary below:

« Within the southeastern setting of Sewardstone there are several large blocks of Ancient
Woodland (forming part of Epping Forest) with a couple of smaller blocks closer to the
western fringes of Sewardstone;

« There are many medium sized areas of pre 18th Century fields surrounding Sewardstone,
many of which are situated at some distance from the eastern edge of the settlement;

« There is one medium sized area of 18th to 19th Century Enclosure to the north of
Sewardstone;

+ Several of the fields within the landscape setting of Sewardstone have suffered post 1950’s
boundary loss;

s There is a scattering of small Modern fields post 1950 surrounding Sewardstone; and

« There are small pockets of veteran trees within the eastern setting of the village.
10.4  Designated Environmental Constraints

10.4.1  The analysis of the critical and less critical environmental designations within Sewardstone
fringes related to nature conservation, the historic environment, landscape and other aspects
such as protected floodplains, is illustrated in Figure 10.3, and described in summary below.
The weighting between constraints reflects the statutory (critical) and non-statutory (less critical)

or ‘moderate’ status of individual environmental designations:
Critical Constraints

+ There is one small Scheduled Monument at High Beach to the east of Sewardstone which is
the site of a heavy anti-aircraft gun at Lippitts Hill;
+ To the south and west of Sewardstone there are several large areas of SSSI, covering Epping
Forest and the corridor of the Lee Valley;
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s There is a vast area of floodplain which follows the path of the River Lee Navigation
running north-south to the west of Sewardstone; and

+ Epping Forest forms a large block of Ancient Woodland to the southeast of Sewardstone. In
addition there are two smaller blocks of Ancient Woodland to the east of the town

including Aldergrove Wood and Thompson’s Wood.
Moderate Constraints

s There are several Local Wildlife Sites scattered to the southwest and west of Sewardstone,

some in close proximity to the fringes of the settlement.

10.5 Landscape Sensitivity

10.5.1  Drawing on the above analysis, the key sensitive landscape/environmental features that are
considered desirable to safeguard within the fringes of Sewardstone are shown on Figure 10.4

and described in summary below:

¢ There are a few small patches of pre 18" century fields within the eastern and southern
fringes of the village and one larger area of 18™ to 19" century enclosure within the
northern fringes which constitutes a sensitive historic landscape;

+ There is one area of urban greenspace character on the western edge of the settlement
which contributes to landscape character;

« There are several blocks of woodland within the eastern fringes of the village which
contribute toward landscape character;

+ There are some Veteran trees located within the south eastern fringes of the village which
contribute to the historic character of the area;

» There are a few sensitive recreational routes within the fringes of the settlement contributing
to the presence of pedestrians and cyclists; and

« To the west of the village, the floodplain of the River Lee abuts the western edge of the

village.
Sensitivity of Landscape Setting Areas

10.5.2  Taking into account the above, the sensitivity of each Landscape Setting Area is evaluated as

follows, based on the criteria set out in section 1.5.3:
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historic
features
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S |= | E = = < <
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b3 b3 = b3 b3
1 Low
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10.6  Key Opportunities for Growth

10.6.1  Drawing on the above analysis, those Landscape Setting Areas identified as high or moderate

overall sensitivity are considered desirable to safeguard in landscape terms and are considered

to have a significant role in contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement.

Landscape Setting Areas that have been identified as low sensitivity may be suitable for

development in landscape terms and are considered to have a less significant role in

contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement. Further assessment work

would, however, be needed to examine site-specific landscape and visual sensitivities.

10.7  Contribution to Green Belt

10.7.1 In line with methodology set out within Section 1.5.27, an evaluation of the contribution that

the landscape setting of Sewardstone makes to the purposes of including land within the Green

Belt (PPG2: Paragraph 1.5) is set out within the table below:
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Contribution to Green Belt Objectives

10.7.2  In relation to Paragraph 1.6 of PPG2, the landscape setting to Sewardstone is considered to

play a role in fulfilling the following objectives:

« To secure nature conservation interest: There are several Local Wildlife Sites and areas of
Ancient Woodland within or in close proximity to the landscape setting of the village; and
» To retain land in agricultural, forestry and related uses: A relatively high proportion of the

land within the landscape setting of the settlements is under one of these uses.
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11.0 NORTH WEALD BASSETT & NORTH WEALD AIRFIELD FRINGES

11.1 Overview
North Weald Bassett

11.1.1  North Weald Bassett is situated towards the centre of Epping Forest District, to the north-east of
Epping and west of Chipping Ongar. The village is located within the North Weald Ridges and
Valleys Landscape Character Area (F5)”. At the south-western tip of the village, the Lower
Forest to Beachet Wood Landscape Character Area (D1) provides landscape setting to the

settlement.

11.1.2  The southern fringe of the village is characterised by medium to large-scale, predominantly
arable, gently undulating fields, which are lined in places with mature hedgerows, often
containing hedgerow trees. At the south-eastern edge of the village, a relatively large golf
course contributes a human influence to an otherwise predominantly rural landscape. The
corridor of the Epping-Ongar railway crosses the southern fringe, lined along much of its route

with mature deciduous trees.

11.1.3  Settlement within the village is split to the north by the corridor of the A414 main road. The
northern landscape fringe of the village encompasses a patchwork of small, medium and large-
scale arable fields, which are lined with mature hedgerows, often containing hedgerow trees.

Outside the village, occasional farmsteads are scattered within the landscape.

11.1.4  The north-western fringe, to the south of the A414 road corridor encompasses a patchwork of
small and large-scale arable fields, associated with farmsteads along Vicarage Lane. To the
west of this (at distance from the settlement edge), North Weald golf course exerts a human

influence over the otherwise, predominantly rural landscape within this area.

11.1.5  Landscape at the north-western edge of the village is dominated by the large, flat expanse of
North Weald Airfield. The runway associated mown grassland and areas of hardstanding are
surrounded by metal fences which separate this area physically and visually from adjacent
areas of landscape setting. The Airfield also separates the North Weald Bassett (to the east)
from the corridor of the M11 motorway, which runs north-south across the landscape to the
west. At the south-western edge of the village a large block of mature deciduous woodland

(Roughtalley’s Wood) provides a sense of enclosure and forms the eastern extent of a broad

7 See Epping Forest Landscape Studies: Landscape Character Assessment, Chris Blandford Associates for Epping Forest District
Council, July 2009.
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swathe of woodland which extends to the west of the M11 within Landscape Character Area

D1(Lower Forest to Beachet Wood).
North Weald Airfield

11.1.6  North Weald Airfield is situated to the west of North Weald Bassett village within the North
Weald Ridges and Valleys Landscape Character Area (F5)8. In the south-west, the Lower Forest
to Beachet Wood Landscape Character Area (D1) provides landscape setting to the Airfield.

11.1.7  To the north, the tree lined corridor of Cripsey Brook abuts the edge of the Airfield. Beyond
this the landscape encompasses a patchwork of medium scale, gently undulating arable fields

dissected by the A414 road corridor, which runs east-west close to the edge of the Airfield.

11.1.8  The southern and western fringes of North Weald Airfield are bounded by the B181 Epping
Road and the M11 motorway. To the north and west of these roads, the landscape comprises a

mixture of arable fields, blocks of woodland and a relatively large golf course.

11.1.9  Along the south western fringes of the Airfield, the M11 motorway corridor runs north-south
and dominates the landscape, introducing a source of noise and movement. At the north
western fringes of the Airfield the predominantly rural landscape setting encompasses a

farmstead and medium sized arable fields delineated by hedgerows.

11.1.10 Along the eastern edges of the Airfield the landscape is subject to further human influences in
the form of North Weald Bassett village at its south-eastern edges and North Weald Golf
Course to the north-east. Between the village edge and the golf course, the Airfield is fringed

by arable fields.

11.2  Visual Character
North Weald Bassett

11.2.1  The analysis of key visual characteristics and attributes that contribute variations in to the
overall character of the landscape as defined by ‘Landscape Setting Areas’ within the fringes of

North Weald Bassett are illustrated on Figure 11.1, and described in summary below:

+ The majority of the settlement edges of the village are lined with mature hedgerows or trees,

which create a soft, green edge;

8 See Epping Forest Landscape Studies: Landscape Character Assessment, Chris Blandford Associates for Epping Forest District
Council, July 2009.
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+ The northern edge of North Weald Bassett industrial estate (at the north-western edge of the
village, to the south of the airfield) has a hard, exposed urban edge when viewed from the
north, as a result of the large pre-fabricated warehouses. As a result, the industrial estate is
also a visual detractor within the north-western fringe;

« Other small pockets of harsh urban edge occur where there are gaps in hedgerows;

s There are several areas of urban greenspace within the northern and southern fringes of the
village, which generally encompass school playing fields or sports fields;

+ There are four urban gateways, along the A414 and B181 road corridors, which mark the
transition between the village and surrounding, predominantly rural landscape;

» The village is served by an interconnecting network of main road corridors. To the north of
the settlement, the A414 provides access to the M11 motorway to the west and Chipping
Ongar to the east. The B181 road corridor runs through the centre of the village,
connecting North Weald Bassett with Epping to the south and the A414 to the north;

+ The tower of North Weald church (to the north of the main area of settlement) is a landmark
within short-distance views from fields to the north;

s There is a comprehensive network of public footpaths within the setting of the village.
These connect with other footpaths to the north and south of the village, including the Essex
Way and Stort Valley Way National Trails (to the south and north respectively);

¢ As a result of the predominantly intact network of hedgerows lining fields within the setting
of the village and the gently undulating topography of the landscape, there are no key long
distance views;

s« Key short distance views of settlement edges from footpaths and road corridors can be
gained from a few locations, however these are also limited by mature hedgerows and
hedgerow trees; and

+ To the south of North Weald village, large blocks of woodland (including High Wood and
Birching Coppice) provide a sense of distant enclosure and limit views of adjacent

landscapes to the south.
North Weald Airfield

11.2.2  The analysis of key visual characteristics and attributes that contribute variations in to the
overall character of the landscape as defined by ‘Landscape Setting Areas’ within the fringes of

North Weald Airfield are illustrated on Figure 11.1, and described in summary below:

» The majority of the Airfield is lined by hedgerows and trees that form a soft green edge;
« Some stretches along the south-eastern edges of the Airfield have a hard exposed urban
edge. Here, the Airfield abuts North Weald Bassett industrial estate, with no soft

landscaping between them. Along the south-eastern edge there is also a lack of vegetation
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resulting in a hard exposed urban edge. Likewise, a hard exposed urban edge is visible
along a short stretch of the western edge where there is a gap in the hedgerow;

¢ There are two areas of urban greenspace within the fringes of North Weald Airfield,
comprising playing fields to the north and a golf course to the northeast;

* Access to the Airfield is provided along Merlin Way which lines the eastern edge and is
accessible from the B181 Epping Road to the south and the A414 to the north;

+ There is an interconnected network of Public Rights of Way at the eastern edge of the
Airfield and a few to the north west, some of which are situated in close proximity to the
edge of the Airfield. None of the footpaths enter into the vicinity of the Airfield, the
boundaries of which are lined by fencing. These footpaths also connect with other
footpaths to the north and south of the village, including the Essex Way and Stort Valley
Way National Trails;

+ The presence of hedgerows and trees restrict long distance views of the Airfield;

+ Short distance views of the Airfield can be gained from certain locations along Woodside
Road to the west of the M11 motorway and also from parts of the M11 motorway corridor
itself where it is raised on embankments; and

« To the south, large blocks of woodland within Epping Forest limit views to landscapes to the
south and provide a sense of enclosure. The M11 motorway which stretches along the
western edge of the Airfield also provides some visual and physical enclosure from the

landscape to the west.

11.3  Historic Character
North Weald Bassett

11.3.1  The analysis of historic patterns of land use and how they contribute to the overall character of
the modern landscape within the fringes of North Weald Bassett is illustrated on Figure 11.2

and described in summary below:

«  With the exception of the North Weald Airfield to the west of North Weald Bassett and
blocks of woodland to the south west, the majority of fields within the southern fringe have
suffered loss of historic boundaries (varying in size from small to large, irregular fields);

+ There is a scattering of pre 18th Century fields at the northeastern and southwestern edges
of North Weald Bassett, varying in size from small to large fields;

« There are some small areas of 18th to 19th Century enclosure at the northern and southern
edges of North Weald Bassett;

+ There is a scattering of small areas of post 1950s modern fields to the east of North Weald

Bassett, and some large modern fields to the north west. The Historic Landscape Character
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data classifies North Weald Airfield as post 1950s, modern fields, however the airfield was
established in the early part of the 20th Century and is still a working airfield;

+ The majority of woodland lies to the south west of North Weald Bassett in medium to large
blocks, the majority of which are Ancient Woodland including High Wood and
Roughtalleys Wood with the exception of Wintry Wood. There is also a small block of
Ancient Woodland to the north east of the North Weald Bassett (Reynkyns Wood);

+ There are a few veteran trees scattered within the northern and southern landscape settings
of the settlement; and

« The southeastern setting of the village is an ancient landscape which encompasses the

former radio station site.
North Weald Airfield

11.3.2  The analysis of historic patterns of land use and how they contribute to the overall character of
the modern landscape within the fringes of North Weald Airfield is illustrated on Figure 11.2

and described in summary below:

« Several medium sized fields that have suffered historic boundary loss to the west, north and
east of the Airfield;

+ There is a large area of pre 18th Century fields on the north-western fringe of the Airfield
and a smaller area to the east;

s There are some small areas of 18th to 19th Century enclosure to the south of the Airfield;

« The Airfield itself and some surrounding fields to the north, south, east and west are classed
as modern fields post 1950s;

« Large woodland blocks to the south of the Airfield including parts of Epping Forest and
Roughtalleys Wood are designated as Ancient Woodland; and

+ There is a scattering of veteran trees at the southwestern and northeastern edges of the
Airfield.

11.4  Designated Environmental Constraints

11.4.1  The analysis of the critical and less critical environmental designations within North Weald
Bassett and North Weald Airfield edges related to nature conservation, the historic
environment, landscape and other aspects such as protected floodplains, is illustrated in Figure
11.3, and described in summary below. The weighting between constraints reflects the
statutory (critical) and non-statutory (less critical) or ‘moderate’ status of individual

environmental designations:
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Critical Constraints

+ There is one Scheduled Monument to the east of North Weald Bassett, encompassing the
site of the former Ongar radio station;

« There is a scattering of listed buildings within North Weald Bassett village and throughout
the surrounding area (in particular concentrated along Woodside Road to the southwest of
North Weald Airfield);

« There are two areas of floodplain within the vicinity of the settlement and the Airfield, one
which runs north-south across the settlement encompassing the course of Shonks Brook and
the other which runs southwest to northeast encompassing the course of the Cripsey Brook
north of the Airfield;

+ There is one area of Registered Common Land to the south of North Weald Airfield situated
within Epping Forest; and

+ There are several areas of Ancient Woodland that surround North Weald Bassett and North
Weald Airfield, including Reynkyns Wood, Roughtalleys Wood (which touches the edge of
the settlement), High Wood and a large part of Epping Forest to the southwest of the
Airfield.

Moderate Constraints

» There are several County Wildlife Sites within the southern fringes of the North Weald
Bassett village and North Weald Airfield (including Roughtalleys Wood, High Wood and
Epping Forest) and one to the northwest (Reynkyns Wood); and

« There are four Local Nature Reserves within the landscape setting of the village and Airfield.

11.5  Landscape Sensitivity

11.5.1  Drawing on the above analysis, the key sensitive landscape/environmental features that are
considered desirable to safeguard within the fringes of North Weald Bassett and North Weald

Airfield are shown on Figure 11.4 and described in summary below:

+ There are significant patches of sensitive historic landscape at the north-eastern and western
edges of the village, which encompass patches of surviving pre 18" Century and 18"-19"
century fields and a large area of Ancient Landscape to the south of the village. Also to the
west and east of North Weald Airfield sensitive areas of historic landscape comprise
surviving pre 18" Century and 18"-19" century fields;
« Five areas with urban greenspace character provide accessible areas for sport and
recreation, whilst also contributing to the landscape character of the area;
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« There are five sensitive woodland areas within the fringes, which are significant elements

within the local landscape. Several of these are defined as Ancient Woodland and County

Wildlife Sites, highlighting their importance as wildlife and nature conservation assets;

* An interconnected network of public footpaths creates sensitive recreational routes within

the fringes of the village and Airfield. These provide access for pedestrians and cyclists

throughout the area; and

+ Two floodplains run through the landscape setting of the village and Airfield.

Sensitivity of Landscape Setting Areas

11.5.2  Taking into account the above, the sensitivity of each Landscape Setting Area is evaluated as

follows, based on the criteria set out in section 1.5.3:

North Landscape Character Sensitivity Visual Sensitivity Overall
Weald Sensitivity
Bassett to change
Landscape
Setting
Area
Representation | Number of | Overall Intervisibility | Visual Overall
of typical | sensitive Landscape Prominence | Visual
character natural, Character Sensitivity
cultural Sensitivity
and
historic
features
AR EEEERHEDBEBEEEE
"%‘ 5 E T 5 - | & - T 5 - T 5 - T 5 =
S1E15 |73 % 3 z 3
= = b3 = = =
1 Low
2 Moderate
3 Moderate
4 High
5 High
6 Moderate

11.6  Key Opportunities for Growth

11.6.1  Drawing on the above analysis, those Landscape Setting Areas identified as high or moderate

overall sensitivity are considered desirable to safeguard in landscape terms and are considered

to have a significant role in contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement.

Landscape Setting Areas that have been identified as low sensitivity may be suitable for

development in landscape terms and are considered to have a less significant role in

contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement. Further assessment work

would, however, be needed to examine site-specific landscape and visual sensitivities.
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11.7  Contribution to Green Belt

11.7.1  In line with methodology set out within Section 1.5.27, an evaluation of the contribution that
the landscape setting of North Weald Bassett makes to the purposes of including land within

the Green Belt (PPG2: Paragraph 1.5) is set out within the table below:
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Contribution to Green Belt Objectives

11.7.2  In relation to Paragraph 1.6 of PPG2, the landscape setting to North Weald Bassett and North

Weald Airfield is considered to play a role in fulfilling the following objectives:

« To provide opportunities for access to the open countryside for the urban population:
There are several key pedestrian routes which cross the landscape, connecting the
settlement with adjacent landscapes;

« To provide opportunities for outdoor sport and outdoor recreation near urban areas: There
are two areas of urban greenspace at the settlement edge;

s To secure nature conservation interest: There are several sites of nature conservation
interest and areas of Ancient Woodland within the landscape setting to the settlements; and

« To retain land in agricultural, forestry and related uses: A relatively high proportion of the

land within the landscape setting of the settlements is under one of these uses.
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12.0 CHIPPING ONGAR/HIGH ONGAR FRINGES

12.1 Overview

12.1.1  Chipping Ongar and High Ongar settlements are situated within the east of Epping Forest
District. High Ongar is situated to the east of Chipping Ongar, within the Middle Roding River
Valley Landscape Character Area (B3). This Landscape Character Area also provides the
eastern landscape setting to Chipping Ongar. To the north of Chipping Ongar, Magdalen Laver
and Moreton Ridges and Valleys Landscape Character Area (F6) provides the landscape setting,
whilst Stapleford Tawney and Stanford Rivers Wooded Ridges and Valleys Landscape

Character Area abuts the western edge of the town.

12.1.2  The landscape setting to the north of Chipping Ongar and High Ongar consists of large
agricultural (predominantly arable) fields which are generally delineated by hedgerows and
occasionally punctuated by strips of woodland. Here, landscape slopes gently downwards

towards the Cripsey Brook which meanders north-south through the landscape.

12.1.3 At the western edge of Chipping Ongar the landscape comprises an undulating patchwork of
large fields that are bounded by hedgerows. Interspersed within this landscape are small
streams, the tree lined Epping Ongar Railway and Greenstead Hall which is a recognisable
built feature. The southern edge of Chipping is characterised by large agricultural fields
delineated by hedgerows and interspersed with strips of woodland. The valley of the River
Roding, which is lined in places by a thick strip of woodland, provides the landscape setting

between Chipping Ongar and High Ongar.

12.1.4  The small village of High Ongar to the east is surrounded by a patchwork of undulating arable
fields, small patches of woodland and the gently meandering corridor of the River Roding to

the west.

12.2  Visual Character

12.2.1  The analysis of key visual characteristics and attributes that contribute to variations in the
overall character of the landscape (as defined by ‘Landscape Setting Areas’) within the fringes

of Chipping Ongar/High Ongar are illustrated on Figure 12.1 and described in summary below:

+ The majority of the settlement edges are lined with mature hedgerows or trees, which create

a soft, green edge;
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s There are some small pockets of harsh urban edge where there are gaps in the hedgerows,
at Chipping Ongar these are located along the western edge of the town and at High Ongar
they are both on the eastern and the western edge of the village;

» There are several areas of urban greenspace within the fringes of Chipping Ongar which
include school playing fields, sports grounds and recreational grounds;

s There are eight urban gateways set within the edges of Chipping Ongar, all of which signify
the transition between town and predominantly rural landscape;

¢ There are three urban gateways within the edges of High Ongar which also signify the
transition between village and predominantly rural landscape;

» Chipping Ongar is served by the main arterial routes of the A113, A128, A414 and the
B184 that link the town to other settlements. High Ongar is situated in close proximity to
the main road corridor of the A414;

+ The site of Ongar Castle is raised upon a mound and provides panoramic views of the
surrounding land, the site is marked only be mature deciduous trees but is a landmark site
within short distance views across the area. Also, the church tower at High Ongar
represents a landmark within views of the village;

« A row of pylons run across the Roding Valley (to the southwest of High Ongar and
southeast of Chipping Ongar), to an electricity sub station at Hallsford Bridge, which are
visually detracting vertical features;

+ There are several Public Rights of Way within the setting of Chipping and High Ongar;

« In addition there are several recreational paths that pass through the area including the
Essex Way and the Three Forests Way which enter the study area from the northeast, pass
between High Ongar and Chipping Ongar, through the town of Chipping Ongar and
westwards out of the study area and also St Peter’'s Way, which leads from Chipping Ongar
to High Ongar and westwards;

+ There are key short distance views of both settlements from the recreational paths between
Chipping Ongar and High Ongar and of High Ongar from a Public Right of Way to the east
of the village. Where glimpses of Chipping Ongar can be gained, views are of a treed
settlement with the rooftops visible, as the village is built on rising land.  From several
locations, however, short distance views of both villages are restricted by mature hedgerows
along road corridors and field boundaries; and

+ There are medium sized strips of woodland scattered around both settlements which limit

views towards the settlement edges.

12.3  Historic Character

12.3.1  The analysis of historic patterns of land use and how they contribute to the overall character of
the modern landscape within the fringes of Chipping Ongar/High Ongar is illustrated on Figure
12.2 and described in summary below:
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+ There is only one small strip of Ancient Woodland to the southeast of High Ongar;

s There is a scattering of pre 18th Century fields around the west, north and east of Chipping
Ongar/High Ongar;

» There is one large area of 18th to 19th Century enclosure to the northwest of Chipping
Ongar and several small areas on the west and east fringes of Chipping Ongar;

s There are many areas of medium to large sized historic fields which have suffered post
1950’s boundary loss surrounding Chipping Ongar/High Ongar;

+ There are patches of Modern (post 1950s) fields which lie on the fringes of Chipping Ongar
and High Ongar;

» There is one area of mineral extraction to the east of Chipping Ongar/High Ongar; and

= Veteran trees are scattered throughout the landscape setting of both settlements.

12.4  Designated Environmental Constraints

12.4.1  The analysis of the critical and less critical environmental designations within
Chigwell/Chigwell Row fringes related to nature conservation, the historic environment,
landscape and other aspects such as protected floodplains, is illustrated in Figure 12.3 and
described in summary below. The weighting between constraints reflects the statutory (critical)

and non-statutory (less critical) or ‘moderate’ status of individual environmental designations:
Critical Constraints

s There is one Scheduled Monument in the fringes of Chipping Ongar (Ongar Castle);

+ The Cripsey Brook and the River Roding form narrow floodplains that run through and in
close proximity to the edges of both Chipping Ongar and High Ongar;

+ There is a very small pocket of Registered Common Land in the centre of Chipping Ongar
and a medium sized area to the north;

« There is a narrow strip of Ancient Woodland to the southeast of High Ongar and a small
block to the west of Chipping Ongar named Greenstead Wood;

+ The historic core of High Ongar is a designated Conservation Area, whilst there are two
Conservation Areas within Chipping Ongar; and

« There is a Registered Parks and Garden at Blake Hall to the northwest of Chipping Ongar.
Moderate Constraints

+ There are several Local Wildlife Sites scattered within the landscape settings of Chipping

Ongar and High Ongar.
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12.5 Landscape Sensitivity

12.5.1  Drawing on the above analysis, the key sensitive landscape/environmental features that are

considered desirable to safeguard within the fringes of Chipping Ongar/High Ongar are shown

on Figure 12.4 and described in summary below:

There are a few patches of sensitive historic landscape within the fringes of Chipping Ongar
and High Ongar, including a few pre 18" Century fields in the northern fringes of the
settlements and a few small 18" to 19 Century enclosure areas close to the west and east
fringes of Chipping Ongar;

There are several areas of urban greenspace character that are situated on the outskirts of
both settlements which contribute towards the landscape character of the settlement’s
setting;

There are several patches of sensitive woodland within the fringes of Chipping Ongar and
High Ongar which are significant elements within the local landscape;

There is a scattering of veteran trees within the fringes of the settlements which are key
landscape and historic features;

An interconnected network of public footpaths creates sensitive recreational routes within
the fringes of both villages and provide access for pedestrians and cyclists throughout the
area; and

Two areas of floodplain flow north-south across the landscape, encompassing the course of

the River Roding and another tributary stream.

Sensitivity of Landscape Setting Areas

12.5.2  Taking into account the above, the sensitivity of each Landscape Setting Area is evaluated as

follows, based on the criteria set out in section 1.5.3:

Landscape | Landscape Character Sensitivity Visual Sensitivity Overall
Setting Sensitivity
Area to change
Representation | Number of | Overall Intervisibility | Visual Overall
of typical | sensitive Landscape Prominence | Visual
character natural, Character Sensitivity
cultural Sensitivity
and
historic
features
AR ERBERIBERBEEE
E s E s ‘2 -1z 3 - T E - I| 5 - I 5 ~
S k=] £ - = b -] <
= [ 8| = S S S S
= = = = b3
1 Moderate
2 High
High
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4 Low
5 Low
6 High

12.6  Key Opportunities for Growth

12.6.1  Drawing on the above analysis, those Landscape Setting Areas identified as high or moderate
overall sensitivity are considered desirable to safeguard in landscape terms and are considered
to have a significant role in contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement.
Landscape Setting Areas that have been identified as low sensitivity may be suitable for
development in landscape terms and are considered to have a less significant role in
contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement. Further assessment work

would, however, be needed to examine site-specific landscape and visual sensitivities.

12.7  Contribution to Green Belt

12.7.1  In line with methodology set out within Section 1.5.27, an evaluation of the contribution that
the landscape setting of Chipping Ongar/High Ongar makes to the purposes of including land
within the Green Belt (PPG2: Paragraph 1.5) is set out within the table below:
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Contribution to Green Belt Objectives

12.7.2  In relation to Paragraph 1.6 of PPG2, the landscape setting to Chipping Ongar/High Ongar is

considered to play a role in fulfilling the following objectives:

« To provide opportunities for access to the open countryside for the urban population:
There are several key pedestrian routes which cross the landscape, connecting the
settlement with adjacent landscapes;

« To provide opportunities for outdoor sport and outdoor recreation near urban areas: There
are several areas of urban greenspace at the settlement edge;

s To secure nature conservation interest: There are several sites Local Wildlife Sites within the
landscape setting to the settlements; and

« To retain land in agricultural, forestry and related uses: A relatively high proportion of the

land within the landscape setting of the settlements is under one of these uses.
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13.0  FYFIELD

13.1 Overview

13.1.1  Fyfield is situated within the northeast of Epping Forest District, to the north of Chipping Ongar
and High Ongar and east of Moreton. Abbess Farmland Plateau Landscape Character Area
(C3) provides the northern setting to the village, whilst the southern edge abuts the middle
section of the Roding River Valley (Landscape Character Area B3).

13.1.2  The river meanders along the southern edge of the village, providing the southern landscape
setting.  Alongside the river, large scale arable fields delineated by hedgerows, further
contribute to local landscape character. To the north of the village the landscape setting is

characterised by a patchwork of fields, which are interspersed with blocks of woodland.

13.2  Visual Character

13.2.1  The analysis of key visual characteristics and attributes that contribute to the variations in the
overall character of the landscape (as defined by ‘Landscape Setting Areas’) within the fringes

of Fyfield are illustrated on Figure 13.1 and described in summary below:

» The majority of the settlement edges are lined with mature hedgerows or trees, which create
a soft, green edge;

s There are only a few small pockets of harsh urban edge where there are gaps in the
hedgerows;

+ There are several areas of urban greenspace within the fringes of Fyfield that encompass
sports fields and recreational grounds;

» There are three urban gateways, two along the B184 road corridor which mark the
transition between village and predominantly rural landscape, and one along Willingale
Road where a strip of farms meet the settlement edge;

+ The B184 forms the main arterial route, which runs north south through the village,
providing access to small settlements in the north and Chipping Ongar to the south;

+ There are several Public Rights of Way in the setting around Fyfield and in addition there
are two recreational paths that pass around the east of the village which include the Essex
Way and the Three Forests Way;

= Key short distance views of the settlement can be gained looking eastwards from the Fyfield
Road Corridor at Clatterford End;

« Key Long Distance views of the settlement can be gained from Epping Green Road to the

north of the settlement;
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« There is a scattering of small woodland blocks around Fyfield, mostly concentrated to the
south of the village, which limit views to the settlement edges; and
« Several visually significant slopes have been identified, associated with the valley sides of

the River Roding.
13.3  Historic Character

13.3.1  The analysis of historic patterns of land use and how they contribute to the overall character of
the modern landscape within the fringes of Fyfield is illustrated on Figure 13.2 and described in

summary below:

« There are a few small blocks of Ancient Woodland to the southeast of Fyfield;

« There are several medium sized areas of pre 18th Century fields surrounding Fyfield, many
of which abut the fringes of the settlement to the east and west;

s There is small area of 18th to 19th Century enclosure to the southwest of Fyfield;

» Several of the fields within the setting of Fyfield have suffered post 1950s boundary loss;
and

« There are several areas of Modern fields (post 1950) to the southeast and north of Fyfield.
13.4  Designated Environmental Constraints

13.4.1  The analysis of the critical and less critical environmental designations within Fyfield fringes
related to nature conservation, the historic environment, landscape and other aspects such as
protected floodplains, is illustrated in Figure 13.3 and described in summary below. The
weighting between constraints reflects the statutory (critical) and non-statutory (less critical) or

‘moderate’ status of individual environmental designations:
Critical Constraints

+ There is one Scheduled Monument within the landscape setting of Fyfield (a small moated
site to the southwest — at distance from the settlement edge);

+ There are two floodplains within the landscape setting, one that runs north-south along the
River Roding and a smaller one that surrounds one of its tributaries to the west; and

« There are a few small blocks of Ancient Woodland which include Witney Wood to the

southeast and Norwood to the northwest.
Moderate Constraints
« There are a few small Local Wildlife Sites scattered around Fyfield.
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13.5  Landscape Sensitivity

13.5.1  Drawing on the above analysis, the key sensitive landscape/environmental features that are
considered desirable to safeguard within the fringes of Fyfield are shown on Figure 13.4 and

described in summary below:
Sensitivity of Landscape Setting Areas

s There are several areas of sensitive historic landscape that surround the village fringes
which mostly consist of pre 18" Century fields. There is one small area of 18" to 19"
Century enclosure in the south;

« Two areas of urban greenspace character on the southern edges of the settlement provide
areas for sport and recreation and contribute to the landscape setting of the village;

+ There are several small patches of woodland within the south and north western fringes of
the village which contribute towards local landscape character;

« There is a linear strip of a few veteran trees within the southern fringes of the village which
are key landscape and historic features;

+ There are several interconnecting sensitive recreational routes within the fringes of the
village that contribute to access for pedestrians and cyclists; and

+ There are two floodplains that run through the village and stretch into the north and south

fringes of the village.

13.5.2  Taking into account the above, the sensitivity of each Landscape Setting Area is evaluated as

follows, based on the criteria set out in section 1.5.3:

Landscape | Landscape Character Sensitivity Visual Sensitivity Overall
Setting Sensitivity
Area to change
Representation | Number of | Overall Intervisibility | Visual Overall
of typical | sensitive Landscape Prominence | Visual
character natural, Character Sensitivity
cultural Sensitivity
and
historic
features
-4 Y = > 3 = 3 = [} = 3 = Y
S| 5|2 |5 EElas|d|l2 2 8|l2E 8|28
8| = | £ = = < <
= S | = S S S S
b3 > = = b3
High
2 High
3 High
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13.6  Key Opportunities for Growth

13.6.1  Drawing on the above analysis, those Landscape Setting Areas identified as high or moderate
overall sensitivity are considered desirable to safeguard in landscape terms and are considered
to have a significant role in contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement.
Landscape Setting Areas that have been identified as low sensitivity may be suitable for
development in landscape terms and are considered to have a less significant role in
contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement. Further assessment work

would, however, be needed to examine site-specific landscape and visual sensitivities.

13.7  Contribution to Green Belt

13.7.1 In line with methodology set out within Section 1.5.27, an evaluation of the contribution that
the landscape setting of Fyfield makes to the purposes of including land within the Green Belt

(PPG2: Paragraph 1.5) is set out within the table below:
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Contribution to Green Belt objectives

13.7.2  In relation to Paragraph 1.6 of PPG2, the landscape setting of Fyfield is considered to play a

role in fulfilling the following objectives:

s To provide opportunities for access to the open countryside for the urban population:
There are several key pedestrian routes which cross the landscape, connecting the
settlement with adjacent landscapes;

« To provide opportunities for outdoor sport and outdoor recreation near urban areas: There
are two areas of urban greenspace at the settlement edge;

s To secure nature conservation interest: There are a few Local Wildlife Sites within the
landscape setting to the settlements; and

¢ To retain land in agricultural, forestry and related uses: A relatively high proportion of the

land within the landscape setting of the settlements is under one of these uses.
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14.0 MORETON

14.1 Overview

14.1.1  Moreton is situated in the northwest of the District, to the west of Fyfield and north of Chipping

Ongar. The village is within Magdalen Laver and Moreton Landscape Character Area (F6).

14.1.2  The northern fringe of the village is characterised by large arable fields with gappy hedgerows
at field boundaries. Three small lakes (disused gravel pits) punctuate the fields, surrounded by
mature trees. To the southeast of the village, the gently meandering corridor of Cripsey Brook
runs south-eastwards from the settlement edge across medium-sized linear fields. The brook is

lined in places with mature trees.

14.1.3  Large-scale, linear arable fields delineated by hedgerows, provide the landscape setting to the
southern edge of the village. To the west, the landscape encompasses a patchwork of small,

medium and large-scale fields, lined with mature hedgerows
14.2  Visual Character

14.2.1  The analysis of key visual characteristics and attributes that contribute to the overall character
of the landscape within the fringes Moreton are illustrated on Figure 14.1 and described in

summary below:

+ The majority of the settlement edges are lined with mature hedgerows or trees, which create
a soft, green edge;

¢ There are only a few small pockets of harsh urban edge where there are gaps in the
hedgerows;

» Three urban greenspaces are situated within the village, to the north of Church Road and
north and south of Pedlar’s End Road;

+ There are four urban gateways situated on the minor roads that run through the village.
These mark the transition between the settlement edge and the predominantly rural
landscape at fringes of the village;

s Moreton is accessible by minor roads which run towards the north, east and south,
connecting the village with other small settlements to the north and to the A414 road
corridor to the south (which connects with Chipping Ongar and North Weald Bassett to the
south and west respectively).

+ There is a comprehensive network of Public Rights of Way within the setting of the village,

linking the settlement with surrounding villages;
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s Generally, there are few key long or short distance views of the settlement edges from
surrounding landscape setting areas, however, a key short distance view of the treed eastern
edge can be gained from Fyfield Road;

s There are a few small blocks of woodland to the south of Moreton, however, due to their
distance from the edge of the village, they provide little sense of enclosure; and

+ The gentle sloping valley sides of Cripsey Brook are defined as visually significant.
14.3  Historic Character

14.3.1  The analysis of historic patterns of land use and how they contribute to the overall character of
the modern landscape within the fringes of Moreton is illustrated on Figure 14.2 and described

in summary below:

+ Several areas of pre 18th Century fields are scattered around the fringes of Moreton, some of
which abut the western settlement edge;

» There are a few areas of 18th and 19th Century enclosure within the fringes of the village,
to the south and east of Harlow Road;

« Many of the historic fields surrounding Moreton have encountered post 1950’s boundary
loss. Most fields, however, display remnant historic field boundaries, with only a few small
areas of post 1950s modern fields to the southwest of the village; and

¢ Veteran trees are scattered throughout much of the landscape setting of the village, often

following field boundaries and the course of Crispey Brook.

14.4  Designated Environmental Constraints

14.4.1  The analysis of the critical and less critical environmental designations within Moreton fringes
related to nature conservation, the historic environment, landscape and other aspects such as
protected floodplains, is illustrated in Figure 14.3 and described in summary below. The
weighting between constraints reflects the statutory (critical) and non-statutory (less critical) or

‘moderate’ status of individual environmental designations:
Critical Constraints

« The historic core of the village, from Moreton Bridge in the south, to the centre of the
village at the junction of Church Road and Bridge Road is designated as a Conservation
Area;

+ The floodplain of Cripsey Brook runs east-west through Moreton, whilst one of its tributaries

runs north-south, to the west of the village; and
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+ Blake Hall Registered Park and Garden is situated at some distance to the south of the

settlement edge.

Moderate Constraints

« There are two Local Wildlife Sites situated on the fringes of Moreton, one to the west and

the other to the north.

14.5  Landscape Sensitivity

14.5.1  Drawing on the above analysis, the key sensitive landscape/environmental features that are

considered desirable to safeguard within the fringes of Moreton are shown on Figure 14.4 and

described in summary below:

Sensitivity of Landscape Setting Areas

« There are several areas of sensitive historic landscape to the west and south fringes of the

village which encompass pre 18" Century fields;

¢« One small area of urban greenspace character located at the north of the settlement

contributes to local landscape character in the northern fringe of the settlement;

s There are a few small patches of woodland within the fringes of the village that contribute

to the character of the landscape;

« The fringes of Moreton are scattered with veteran trees which are key landscape and

historic features;

« An interconnected network of sensitive recreational routes connect Moreton with the

surrounding area providing access for pedestrians and cyclists within the village fringes;

» There are two floodplains within the village, one which crosses landscape setting to the east

and west of the village and another which crosses the landscape setting to the north.

14.5.2  Taking into account the above, the sensitivity of each Landscape Setting Area is evaluated as

follows, based on the criteria set out in section 1.5.3:

Landscape | Landscape Character Sensitivity Visual Sensitivity Overall
Setting Sensitivity
Area to change
Representation | Number of | Overall Intervisibility | Visual Overall
of typical | sensitive Landscape Prominence | Visual
character natural, Character Sensitivity
cultural Sensitivity
and
historic
features
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14.6  Key Opportunities for Growth

14.6.1  Drawing on the above analysis, those Landscape Setting Areas identified as high or moderate
overall sensitivity are considered desirable to safeguard in landscape terms and are considered
to have a significant role in contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement.
Landscape Setting Areas that have been identified as low sensitivity may be suitable for
development in landscape terms and are considered to have a less significant role in
contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement. Further assessment work

would, however, be needed to examine site-specific landscape and visual sensitivities.

14.7  Contribution to Green Belt

14.7.1  In line with the methodology set out within Section 1.5.27, an evaluation of the contribution
that the landscape setting of Moreton makes to the purposes of including land within the Green

Belt (PPG2: Paragraph 1.5) is set out within the table below:

March 2012 116 Epping Forest District
settlement Edge Landscape Sensitivity Study
11110602 LSS Final Report_V2_11-01-10.doc Chris Blandford Associates

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com



http://www.pdffactory.com

EB712

Apmig Aa
1OLISI(] 159U

d3

leaspue] 93p3 Juow

Z11

9y |euld Ss LLLL

CLOC Yolew

a|geoijdde | sjqeoidde | sjqeorjdde | sjqeoidde iSUMO]} JLI0)S1Y JO J3)oeleyd
JON JON JON 10N "91qeoijdde JoN pue Sunjas ayy Surriasalyg
‘Buimes adeospue| oy} | ;)UBWIYILOIOUD WO IPISANUNOD

Jofepy 1olepy Jolepy Jolepy | Ol YOBOIDUD UDIYM SJUDWD|D }{INC M} dJe 3IaY} — dAOCE SY 3y Suiprengayes ui Sunsissy
‘uado pue :13yjoue duo ojur Surdew woay

Jolew 1olepy Jofew Joleyy | [eans Apueurwopaud aq o) pasapisuod st uipes adeospue| ay| sumo)} Sutnoqy3idu Sunuanaig
"MO[JeH pue uopuo iseaae dn jjinq a8ae|

Jolepy 1olepy Jofepy Joleyy | Joyeasn jo sease dn 3jing ay3 woly aouelsip Je st ade|ia ayl |  jo (meads pajorsasun Suppayd

L'yl

2.ng14 pue dA0Qe Z°p| UOIJIAS UIYIIM JNO JIs UOIjeurIoju] J)deleyD) [ensiA A} Uo paseq :uoijenjeAy Arewwng

sasoding 3jog uaain

Jolew

Jolewy

Jolew

1olewy

‘speajsuiie) paje|osl
‘pasepeds uel) Joylo ‘uawdojaasp Jing Jo sease Mdf (M
‘uado Apueurwopaid aq 0} paIapISUOD SI UOJAIOW JO SuiIas ay |

£19g udD
Jo ssauuaddo 0} uonnqLiuo)

seasy Sunjas adeospue

L' 1 94n31{ pue dA0qe 71| UOI}IIS UIYIIM JNO }9S Uoneuriou|
Jd)oeley) [ensiA dYy) UO paseg :uonenjeA Alewwng

wiy }jog udaain

asodund jjag usain o) uonnqiuo)

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com


http://www.pdffactory.com

EB712

)= L1~ ¢A uod

8Ll

2Ul4 SSTT¢0901LLLL

CLOC Yolew

pajwI

paywWI

pajwI

pauwWi

‘pue| uBQIN JBYI0 pue 1012Iap Jo BuldAdal Ay}
Suideinoous Aq uonesauadas uequn ul Sunsisse 0} uonNqLIUOD
palwi e 9yew 0} pasepisuod s Juies adeospue| oyl

$pue| ueqIN JAYJ0 pue JO12IIP
Jo Sui24231 3y} Suideinodua Aq
uonesauadas uequan up Sunsissy

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com


http://www.pdffactory.com

EB712

Contribution to Green Belt objectives

14.7.2  In relation to Paragraph 1.6 of PPG2, the landscape setting of Moreton is considered to play a

role in fulfilling the following objectives:

« To provide opportunities for access to the open countryside for the urban population:
There are several key pedestrian routes which cross the landscape, connecting the
settlement with adjacent landscapes;

« To provide opportunities for outdoor sport and outdoor recreation near urban areas: There
is one area of urban greenspace at the settlement edge;

« To secure nature conservation interest: There are some Local Wildlife Sites within the
landscape setting to the settlements; and

« To retain land in agricultural, forestry and related uses: A relatively high proportion of the

land within the landscape setting of the settlements is under one of these uses.
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15.0 CHIGWELL/CHIGWELL ROW

15.1 Overview

15.1.1  Chigwell and Chigwell Row settlements are situated in the south of Epping Forest District, to
the south of Abridge and southwest of Stapleford Abbotts. Both settlements are surrounded by
Chigwell Wooded Ridges and Valleys Landscape Character Area (G3).

15.1.2  To the north of Chigwell a patchwork of small to medium fields surrounded by mature
hedgerows, containing some hedgerow trees overlies gently sloping land which falls to the
northwest. To the west of Chigwell, landscape comprises a patchwork of undulating, medium-
sized fields, delineated by mature hedgerows — often containing hedgerow trees. Further to the
west, the corridor of the M11 crosses the landscape, running north-south.  To the south,
Chigwell abuts Grange Hill urban area which is partly located within Epping Forest district and
partly within Redbridge district to the south.

15.1.3  To the south of Chigwell Row, the topography slopes southwards away from the settlement and
is mostly dominated by woodland within the Hainault Forest Country Park, which provides a
sense of enclosure. To the southwest, small fields provide the landscape setting, beyond which
lies Hainault urban area within the Redbridge district. North of Chigwell Row the topography
is undulating with a combination of large and small-scale fields surrounded by mature

hedgerows. The water works to the north are also a feature within this area of landscape.

15.1.4  Between the two settlements of Chigwell and Chigwell Row, landscape setting comprises a
gently undulating patchwork of small fields delineated by hedgerows (often containing

hedgerow trees.

15.2  Visual Character

15.2.1  The analysis of key visual characteristics and attributes that contribute to variations in the
overall character of the landscape (as defined by ‘Landscape Setting Areas’) within the fringes
of Chigwell/Chigwell Row are illustrated on Figures 15.1a and 15.1b and described in

summary below:

s The majority of the settlement edges are lined with mature hedgerows or trees, which create
a soft, green edge;
« There are two small pockets of harsh urban edge around the fringes of Chigwell Row where
there are gaps in the hedgerows and no harsh urban edges identified around Chigwell.
Towards the western end of Chigwell Row there is a small pocket of harsh exposed urban
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edge along the settlement fringe. This is not highly visible within short distance views due
to soft landscaping and mature trees, but more prominent from longer distance views from
Chigwell to the west;

» There are several urban greenspace areas which encompass school playing fields and sports
fields within the fringes of both villages;

« There is a an area of new development (currently being built) at the northern edge of
Chigwell;

+ There are five urban gateways within the fringes of Chigwell, the three to the north of the
settlement clearly mark the transition between village and predominantly rural landscape,
whilst the two to the south mark the transition to other adjacent urban areas (Grange Hill
and Hainault);

= There are five urban gateways within the fringes of Chigwell Row, the three to the north of
the village signify the transition between village and predominantly rural landscape.
Again, the two to the south are within the close proximity to the edges of the urban area of
Hainault, marking the transition from one urban area to another;

» Chigwell and Chigwell Row are both interconnected by a comprehensive road network.
Chigwell is served by the B170 road corridor to the west and the A1168 road corridor to the
north which connects to the M11 motorway, while the A123 and A1168 roads connect to
settlements in the south. Chigwell Row is linked by the A112 road corridor to the north and
south and the B173 road to the west;

+ There are no significant landmarks within Chigwell or Chigwell Row;

s« The Bowls residential housing is considered to be a visual detractor within long distance
views of Chigwell Row from the west, due to its vertical height of five storeys and location
on a ridge. This development can be seen from public footpaths which cross high ground
to the east of Chigwell. From within Chigwell Row and short distance views of the
settlement edge, the housing appears softer as a result of landscaping with mature trees;

+ There are several Public Rights of Way which connect both settlements to their adjacent
landscape settings and to each other. These include, the London Loop and the Three
Forests Way recreational paths which pass east west through the study area;

+ Chigwell Row is situated on relatively high ground and is therefore visible within occasional
long distance views from surrounding areas. For example, there is a key long distance view
of Chigwell Row from Green Lane and the Public Rights of Way to the east of Chigwell;

¢+ No key short distance views were identified due to the strong presence of mature
hedgerows and trees along road corridors and field boundaries which limit views of the
villages from within close proximity;

s Chigwell Row is bordered to the south by the woodland of Hainault Forest Country Park
which blocks views of most of the southern part of the settlement edge. A few small blocks
of woodland to the north of Chigwell partially limit views to small segments of the

settlement edge at Chigwell; and
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« To the south of Chigwell there is a visually significant slope, where the landscape slopes
downwards towards a small stream corridor. This dip in the topography limits views to the

south of Chigwell on the approach along Vicarage Lane.
15.3  Historic Character

15.3.1  The analysis of historic patterns of land use and how they contribute to the overall character of
the modern landscape within the fringes of Chigwell/Chigwell Row is illustrated on Figures

15.2a and 15.2b and described in summary below:
Field pattern/Land Use

s There are a few small blocks of Ancient Woodland to the east and south of Chigwell Row,
whilst the large area of Hainault Forest is also Ancient Woodland;

s There is a large concentration of pre 18th Century fields to the northeast of Chigwell Row
and smaller pockets between the two settlements of Chigwell and Chigwell Row, many of
which abut the fringes of both settlements;

« Several fields within the landscape setting of both settlements have suffered Post 1950's
boundary loss;

s There is a concentration of modern fields (post 1950) along the M11 corridor which runs
north-south to the west of Chigwell. At other locations, for example to the north of
Chigwell Row, modern fields are small and occasional; and

* Many veteran trees are scattered within the landscape setting of both settlements.
15.4  Designated Environmental Constraints

15.4.1  The analysis of the critical and less critical environmental designations within
Chigwell/Chigwell Row fringes related to nature conservation, the historic environment,
landscape and other aspects such as protected floodplains, is illustrated in Figures 15.3a and
15.3b and described in summary below. The weighting between constraints reflects the
statutory (critical) and non-statutory (less critical) or ‘moderate’ status of individual

environmental designations:
Critical Constraints
« Hainault Country Park is a designated SSSI at the southern edge of Chigwell Row;

+ The River Roding floodplain runs from northwest-southeast to the northwest of Chigwell,

however most of this is separated from the settlement edge by the M11 motorway corridor;
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« There is a large block of Ancient Woodland abutting the eastern and southern edges of
Chigwell Row settlement, covering Hainault Forest. In addition, there are a couple of small
blocks to the north of Chigwell/Chigwell Row; and

» The historic core of Chigwell is a designated Conservation Area.
Moderate Constraints

¢ There are several Local Wildlife Sites surrounding Chigwell/Chigwell Row including
Hainault Forest to the east and south of Chigwell Row; and
* Parts of the Roding Valley (to the northwest of the M11) are designated as a Local Wildlife

Site and Local Nature Reserve.

15.5  Landscape Sensitivity

15.5.1  Drawing on the above analysis, the key sensitive landscape/environmental features that are
considered desirable to safeguard within the fringes of Chigwell/Chigwell Row are shown on

Figures 15.4a and 15.4b and described in summary below:
Sensitivity of Landscape Setting Areas

+ There is a large area of sensitive historic landscape to the north of Chigwell Row and some
small patches to the north east of Chigwell, encompassing pre 18" Century fields;

« There are several areas of urban greenspace character within the edges of both settlements
which contribute toward landscape character;

+ Several small patches of sensitive woodland within the fringes of Chigwell and Chigwell
Row contribute to local character. Hainault Forest forms a large patch of sensitive
woodland to the south of Chigwell Row;

» There are many veteran trees located in a small area of woodland within the southern fringe
of Chigwell Row. Veteran trees are also scattered elsewhere within the northern fringe of
Chigwell Row and also in the northern fringes of Chigwell;

+ There are several public footpaths located between Chigwell and Chigwell Row that create
sensitive recreational routes within the fringes of the settlements. These provide access for
pedestrians and cyclists throughout the area; and

» There is a small floodplain within the western fringes of Chigwell.

15.5.2  Taking into account the above, the sensitivity of each Landscape Setting Area is evaluated as

follows, based on the criteria set out in section 1.5.3:
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Landscape | Landscape Character Sensitivity Visual Sensitivity Overall
Setting Sensitivity
Area to change
Representation | Number of | Overall Intervisibility | Visual Overall
of typical | sensitive Landscape Prominence | Visual
character natural, Character Sensitivity
cultural Sensitivity
and
historic
features
-4 [ - P %] = [ = QL = [ = L
S| 2|25 82 5 HEH EIRRERERE 5 g 2
'z g | E s s |7} T|=s || ||~ T o -
o = o= = = = =
- 1] - =} =} =] =]
= = = = =
1 Moderate
2 Moderate
3 High
4 High
5 Moderate
6 High

15.6  Key Opportunities for Growth

15.6.1  Drawing on the above analysis, those Landscape Setting Areas identified as high or moderate
overall sensitivity are considered desirable to safeguard in landscape terms and are considered
to have a significant role in contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement.
Landscape Setting Areas that have been identified as low sensitivity may be suitable for
development in landscape terms and are considered to have a less significant role in
contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement. Further assessment work

would, however, be needed to examine site-specific landscape and visual sensitivities.
15.7  Contribution to Green Belt
15.7.1  In line with methodology set out within Section 1.5.27, an evaluation of the contribution that

the landscape setting of Chigwell/Chigwell Row makes to the purposes of including land within

the Green Belt (PPG2: Paragraph 1.5) is set out within the table below:

March 2012 124 Epping Forest District
settlement Edge Landscape Sensitivity Study
11110602 LSS Final Report_V2_11-01-10.doc Chris Blandford Associates

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com

EB712


http://www.pdffactory.com

EB712

A
1OLSI 1S9C

S AlA

leaspue] 93p3 Juow

d3 h STl

oy Jeuty 51

CLOC Yolew

SOl -l -l - - - <
2 2 | 2 2 2
[oN [oN [oN [oN [oN [oN
D o] D 0] 0] o]
= = = = = = "ssouUado JO 9SUIS B SI 9IDY) ‘SIOYI0 | FIUIWIYILOIIUI WO} IPISAIUNOD
O T P % ® ] usjiym ‘OpisAnunod ayi ojul yoeonus sSuiping ‘saoed awos u 3y} Suipaengayes ur Suysissy
W FM FM FM FM FM "S)UDLLI|NDS UM
21 2| 2| 2| 2| 2 | uonewrdss sepiroid Bumes adeodspue| ayy pue ssouusdo jo asuds | - jadyjoue duo ojur SuiSsow wouy
[esoua8 e st a1yl quawdojansp 3jing jo spvod ate asayy ysnoyly sumo)} Surnoqygiau SunuaAdIg
L 2] £ £ £ &%
s s S| 2 s s
Tl &l | | & & “3umas ayr uIyIMm Jajoeleyd
S| B2l 2] 8| & |l Apueuiwopaid e pue sssuuado jJo asuas e si a1y} Juadojanap isease dn )jinq 33|
Ing jo sxdod pue Yyinos ay} 0} uopuoT Jayeasn 0} Apwixold aydsag Jo [meads pajouiysalun SunpaY)
qL°SL pue ep-G| sain3i4
pue dA0qe g'G| UOIJIAS UIYIM INO JIS uoneuLIoju] J)deley) [BNsiA dY) UO paseq :uoljenjerj Alewwng sasoding 3jog uaain

"SHI0M J9JeM SLIOS PUB I0PLLUOD | [W
aY} ‘speajsilie} paje|os! PaJaeds wouy apise uado alow si Juimes ay)

z M z M M M SJUSWIINS BY} JO YHOU Y} 0} JOASMOY ‘2INSO[DUd JO asuas e apirod
B & & & & | & |yneurey pue [iH 98uesD jJo seate ueqin ayi ‘YINos sy} 0] "JajoeIeyd
g B g B B 8 | jeans Apueurwopaid e si ai9y) sIOYI0 Ul Is[iym quasaid ase suipjing
¢ ® ® ® | fetnsnpur 1ySi| pue sasnoy ‘spessuuse; pasaneds ‘sadejd U pasodud $og u’an
IWS 9q 0} PAIBPISUOD SI MOY [[PM3IYD pue [[Pm31yD) Jo Sumas ay| Jo ssauuddo 0} uonnqiiuo)
9 S 14 € [4 L

sealy ujag adedspuer

qL°S| pue e]°G] saindl{ pue dA0qe 7G| UOI}DIS UIY}IM Jno
J3s uoljewioju| J3jdeleyD) [ENSIA dY) UO paIseq :uoljenjeAj Alewwng

wiy }jog udaain

asodund jjag usain o) uonnqiuo)

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com


http://www.pdffactory.com

EB712

)= L1~ ¢A uod

9cl

2Ul4 SSTT¢0901LLLL

CLOC Yolew

‘padojanap Suiaq

"91qedijdde JoN

= = = = = =

3| 3| 3| 3| 3| 3 |Josseo0iday utag ol punoj usaq pey pue| jo ease 1o1a19p Ajsnoiaaid

| @ | | & | & | @ | pazis wnipaw e AJuo Se ‘pue| ueqn JOYIO pue 1d1[Iap Jo SuldAdal ipue| ueqin J3Y)o pue 1d1[3IP

a | a| a|lal al s :
oy Suideinoous Aq uonessuadas uequn ur Sunsisse 0} uonnqguuod | jo SuipAdal ayy SuiSeinodus Aq
paliti|/elesspow e axew o) pasapisuod st Sumas adeospue| ay) uonesduadal ueqin ui Sunsissy

z z z z z z

S < = =N = =

L L L L L L

o o o o ° o

T | T |22 2=

o o o o o o

8] 8] 8] 8] 8] 8]

sl 2|l gle $SUMO) JLI0}S1Y JO Jd)deteyd

pue Sunjas ayy SurAiasalyg

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com


http://www.pdffactory.com

EB712

Contribution to Green Belt objectives

15.7.2 In relation to Paragraph 1.6 of PPG2, the landscape setting of Chigwell/Chigwell Row is

considered to play a role in fulfilling the following objectives:

« To provide opportunities for access to the open countryside for the urban population:
There are several key pedestrian routes which cross the landscape, connecting the
settlement with adjacent landscapes;

« To provide opportunities for outdoor sport and outdoor recreation near urban areas: There
are several areas of urban greenspace at the settlement edges;

« To secure nature conservation interest: There are some Local Wildlife Sites within the
landscape setting to the settlements; and

« To retain land in agricultural, forestry and related uses: A relatively high proportion of the

land within the landscape setting of the settlements is under one of these uses.
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16.0 ABRIDGE

16.1 Overview

16.1.1  Abridge is situated within the south of Epping Forest District, to the north of Chigwell Row and
Chigwell and east of Loughton, Buckhurst Hill and Theydon Bois. The Lower Roding Valley
(Landscape Character Area B4) provides the northern landscape setting to the village, whilst to
the south, Lambourne Wooded Ridges and Valleys Landscape Character Area (G4) abuts the
settlement edge. Chigwell Wooded Ridges and Valleys Landscape Character Area (G3) is

situated at the western edge of the village.

16.1.2  The relatively wide floodplain of the River Roding, with a patchwork of fields, often delineated
by hedgerows, provides the northern setting to the village. At the edge of the settlement, a

pattern of small-scale fields is apparent.

16.1.3  To the south and southeast of the village, the topography rises towards Lambourne End. Here,
the landscape encompasses a patchwork of small to medium sized fields that are delineated by
hedgerows. To the west and southwest of the village, several medium sized blocks of

woodland provide an enclosed setting to the village.
16.2  Visual Character

16.2.1  The analysis of key visual characteristics and attributes that contribute to variations in the
overall character of the landscape (as defined by ‘Landscape Setting Areas’) within the fringes

of Abridge are illustrated on Figure 16.1 and described in summary below:

» The majority of the settlement edges are lined with mature hedgerows or trees, which create
a soft, green edge;

+ The are a few small pockets of harsh urban edge where there are gaps in the hedgerows;

+ There are two areas of urban greenspace located within the fringes of the Abridge which
include a cricket ground and a school playing field;

+ There are four urban gateways located on the A113 and B172 corridors and along Hoe
Lane which enters Abridge from the south, all of which mark the transition between the
village and the adjacent predominantly rural landscape surrounding;

s The village is connected by an interconnecting network of main road corridors. To the
north of the settlement the B172 provides access to Theydon Bois. Running through the
village, the A113 provides access to Chigwell to the south and Chipping Ongar to the north;

s There are several Public Rights of Way surrounding the settlement edges of Abridge and the
Three Forests Way recreational path abuts the eastern edge of the village;
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« Key short distance views of the settlement edge can be gained from the road to the north of
the settlement;

¢ There are several medium sized blocks of woodland to the east of Abridge which limit
views of the eastern settlement edges from areas of landscape setting;

= Visually significant slopes have been identified to the north of the village, encompassing the

sides of the Roding River Valley, and to the south, as land rises towards Lambourne End.
16.3  Historic Character

16.3.1  The analysis of historic patterns of land use and how they contribute to the overall character of
the modern landscape within the fringes of Abridge is illustrated on Figure 16.2 and described

in summary below:

s There are several small blocks of Ancient Woodland to the east of Abridge;

+ There is a large concentration of pre 18th Century fields to the south of Abridge, several of
which abut the settlement edge;

» There are only a couple of areas of 18th to 19th Century enclosure, one to the southwest
and another to northeast of Abridge;

« Several of the historic fields within the setting have suffered post 1950s” boundary loss;

« There are several modern (post 1950’s) fields, a few to the south of the settlement, with the
remainder concentrated towards the M11 corridor to the northwest and north; and

* A large concentration of veteran trees are scattered within the landscape setting of the

village.
16.4  Designated Environmental Constraints

16.4.1  The analysis of the critical and less critical environmental designations within Abridge fringes
related to nature conservation, the historic environment, landscape and other aspects such as
protected floodplains, is illustrated in Figure 16.3 and described in summary below. The
weighting between constraints reflects the statutory (critical) and non-statutory (less critical) or

‘moderate’ status of individual environmental designations:
Critical Constraints

s There is one Scheduled Monument to the north east of Abridge (the site of a Roman Villa
situated close to Hill Farm);
+ The River Roding which runs from northwest-southeast along the northwest edge of Abridge

has a wide floodplain;
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+ There is a small strip of Registered Common Land to the northwest of Abridge which runs
along Ongar Road; and

¢ There are small blocks of Ancient Woodland surrounding Abridge including Apes Grove,
Alder Wood, Soapley’s Wood and Great Wood to the east and Broadfield Shaw and Long

Shaw to the west.
Moderate Constraints

« There are several Local Wildlife Sites surrounding Abridge including Apes Grove, Alder
Wood, Soapley’s Wood, Clarks Wood and Great Wood to the east and Broadfield Shaw

and Long Shaw to the west.

16.5 Landscape Sensitivity

16.5.1  Drawing on the above analysis, the key sensitive landscape/environmental features that are
considered desirable to safeguard within the fringes of Abridge are shown on Figure 16.4 and

described in summary below:
Sensitivity of Landscape Setting Areas

+ The landscape within the southern fringes of the village encompasses large expanses of
sensitive historic landscape, consisting of large patches of pre 18" Century fields;

« Some small areas of urban greenspace character on the edges of the settlement contribute
toward landscape character within the fringes;

+ There are several blocks of woodland within the south eastern fringes of the village which
are key sensitive landscape features;

» There are significant numbers of veteran trees within the southern fringes of the village
which are key landscape and historic features;

s There are several sensitive recreational routes within the fringes of the village providing
access for cyclists and pedestrians; and

+ There is a wide floodplain running east-west through the northern fringes of the settlement

16.5.2  Taking into account the above, the sensitivity of each Landscape Setting Area is evaluated as

follows, based on the criteria set out in section 1.5.3:
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Landscape | Landscape Character Sensitivity Visual Sensitivity Overall
Setting Sensitivity
Area to change
Representation | Number of | Overall Intervisibility | Visual Overall
of typical | sensitive Landscape Prominence | Visual
character natural, Character Sensitivity
cultural Sensitivity
and
historic
features
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16.6  Key Opportunities for Growth

16.6.1  Drawing on the above analysis, those Landscape Setting Areas identified as high or moderate
overall sensitivity are considered desirable to safeguard in landscape terms and are considered
to have a significant role in contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement.
Landscape Setting Areas that have been identified as low sensitivity may be suitable for
development in landscape terms and are considered to have a less significant role in
contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement. Further assessment work

would, however, be needed to examine site-specific landscape and visual sensitivities.
16.7  Contribution to Green Belt
16.7.1 In line with methodology set out within Section 1.5.27, an evaluation of the contribution that

the landscape setting of Abridge makes to the purposes of including land within the Green Belt
(PPG2: Paragraph 1.5) is set out within the table below:
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Contribution to Green Belt objectives

16.7.2  In relation to Paragraph 1.6 of PPG2, the landscape setting of Abridge is considered to play a

role in fulfilling the following objectives:

+ To provide opportunities for access to the open countryside for the urban population:
There are several key pedestrian routes which cross the landscape, connecting the
settlement with adjacent landscapes;

s To provide opportunities for outdoor sport and outdoor recreation near urban areas: There
are several areas of urban greenspace at the settlement edges;

s To secure nature conservation interest: There are some Local Wildlife Sites within the
landscape setting to the settlements;

s To retain land in agricultural, forestry and related uses: A relatively high proportion of the

land within the landscape setting of the settlements is under one of these uses.
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17.0  STAPLEFORD ABBOTTS

17.1 Overview

17.1.1  Stapleford Abbotts is situated at the southeastern corner of Epping Forest District, to the east of
Chigwell Row and southeast of Abridge. Stapleford Abbotts Wooded Ridges and Valleys
Landscape Character Area (G5) provides the northern, eastern and western landscape setting to

the village.

17.1.2  The northern edge of the settlement consists of small scale fields in close proximity to the edge
of the settlement and medium scale fields at a further distance. These fields are delineated by
hedgerows and some hedgerow trees. The landscape slopes gently downwards towards the

Bourne Brook which runs north south towards the northern part of the village.

17.1.3  On the southern edge of the settlement the landscape is more steeply undulating and
encompasses an irregular field pattern of different scale fields. Some field boundaries are
marked by hedgerows and a scattering of hedgerow trees whilst others are more open. The
Bourne Brook continues to flow southward from the southeastern edge of the village and the
land descends towards it, steeply on the western edge and more gently in the southeast.
Several patches of mixed coniferous and deciduous woodland and plantations are scattered

within this area, providing a sense of enclosure.
17.2  Visual Character

17.2.1  The analysis of key visual characteristics and attributes that contribute to variations in the
overall character of the landscape (as defined by ‘Landscape Setting Areas’) within the fringes

Stapleford Abbotts are illustrated on Figure 17.1 and described in summary below:

« The entirety of the settlement edge of Stapleford Abbotts consists of soft, green edge due to
the presence of hedgerows and trees which line the edges of the village;

+ There are three urban greenspaces located within the fringes of Stapleford Abbotts;

« Four urban gateways mark the entrances to the village of Stapleford Abbotts, two to the west
which mark a transition from rural to urban and two to the east, which lack a distinctive
transition due to the continuation of the built up area within the adjoining settlements of
Tysea Hill and Havering-atte-Bower;

+ Stapleford Abbotts is connected to neighbouring areas by the B176 road corridor. To the
north the B176 provides access to the A113 road corridor and to the south it provides

access to Romford;
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s There is a comprehensive network of Public Rights of Way within the setting of the village
which provide access to the surrounding, predominantly rural countryside;

+ Key short distance views of the settlement edge can be gained from Bournebridge Lane to
the southwest of the settlement;

« There are several small blocks of woodland set within close proximity to the southern edges
of the settlement including Straights Plantation, Foxburrow Wood and Sandpits Plantation,
which limit views to the edges of the village; and

+ The topography slopes downwards from east to west through the village, creating visually

significant slopes.

17.3  Historic Character

17.3.1  The analysis of historic patterns of land use and how they contribute to the overall character of
the modern landscape within the fringes of Stapleford Abbotts is illustrated on Figure 17.2 and

described in summary below:

« There is one block of Ancient Woodland to the southwest of Stapleford Abbotts, at some
distance from the settlement edge;

+ There are several areas of pre 18th Century Fields scattered around Stapleford Abbotts with
a particular concentration around Knolls Hill to the west of the village;

¢ There are a few small areas of 18th to 19th Century Enclosure within the fringes of
Stapleford Abbotts, with a larger concentration to the southwest of the village;

s Most of the historic fields within the landscape setting of Stapleford Abbotts have suffered
post 1950s boundary loss, however remnant field boundaries are apparent;

+ Small areas of Modern Fields (post 1950) are scattered within the northern, southeastern
and southwestern fringes of the village;

s There is one area of mineral extraction at the southwest of Stapleford Abbotts.

» Relatively high concentrations of veteran trees line field boundaries throughout most of the

landscape setting surrounding the village.

17.4  Designated Environmental Constraints

17.4.1  The analysis of the critical and less critical environmental designations within Stapleford
Abbott’s fringes related to nature conservation, the historic environment, landscape and other
aspects such as protected floodplains, is illustrated in Figure 17.3 and described in summary
below. The weighting between constraints reflects the statutory (critical) and non-statutory (less

critical) or ‘moderate’ status of individual environmental designations:
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Critical Constraints

s There is one area of SSSI which covers Hainault Forest Country Park that lies at some
distance to the west of Stapleford Abbotts. To the northeast of Stapleford Abbotts; Curtismill
Green forms another area of SSSI which lies outside the District within Brentwood Borough;
and

s There is one block of Ancient Woodland at Hainault Forest Country Park to the west of

Stapleford Abbotts.
Moderate Constraints

» There are a couple of Local Wildlife Sites situated at some distance from Stapleford Abbotts,

one to the west and the other to the northwest.
17.5 Landscape Sensitivity

17.5.1  Drawing on the above analysis, the key sensitive landscape/environmental features that are
considered desirable to safeguard within the fringes of Stapleford Abbotts are shown on Figure

17.4 and described in summary below:
Sensitivity of Landscape Setting Areas

« There are a few patches of sensitive historic landscape within the fringes of the village
which consist of some pre 18" Century fields and some 18" to 19" Century enclosure;

s« There are a few small areas of sensitive woodland within the village fringes which
contribute to the landscape setting;

» There are several veteran trees scattered around the fringes of the village which at key
landscape and historic features; and

s There is an interconnected network of public footpaths that creates sensitive recreational
routes within the fringes of the village. These provide access for pedestrians and cyclists

throughout the area.

17.5.2  Taking into account the above, the sensitivity of each Landscape Setting Area is evaluated as

follows, based on the criteria set out in section 1.5.3:
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17.6  Key Opportunities for Growth

17.6.1  Drawing on the above analysis, those Landscape Setting Areas identified as high or moderate
overall sensitivity are considered desirable to safeguard in landscape terms and are considered
to have a significant role in contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement.
Landscape Setting Areas that have been identified as low sensitivity may be suitable for
development in landscape terms and are considered to have a less significant role in
contributing to the structure, character and setting of the settlement. Further assessment work

would, however, be needed to examine site-specific landscape and visual sensitivities.

17.7  Contribution to Green Belt

17.7.1  In line with the methodology set out within Section 1.5.27, an evaluation of the contribution
that the landscape setting of Stapleford Abbotts makes to the purposes of including land within
the Green Belt (PPG2: Paragraph 1.5) is set out within the table below:
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Contribution to Green Belt objectives

17.7.2  In relation to Paragraph 1.6 of PPG2, the landscape setting of Stapleford Abbotts is considered

to play a role in fulfilling the following objectives:

« To provide opportunities for access to the open countryside for the urban population:
There are several key pedestrian routes which cross the landscape, connecting the
settlement with adjacent landscapes;

« To provide opportunities for outdoor sport and outdoor recreation near urban areas: There
are several areas of urban greenspace at the settlement edges;

« To secure nature conservation interest: There are some Local Wildlife Sites within the
landscape setting to the settlements; and

« To retain land in agricultural, forestry and related uses: A relatively high proportion of the

land within the landscape setting of the settlements is under one of these uses.
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Appendix A: Definition of Terms

Definition of terms used on Visual Character Figures:

Visually significant slope

Sloping land or hills which have been identified as a result of fieldwork as providing a visible
landmark or backdrop within views from the surrounding landscape or facilitating views across
surrounding landscapes. Any form of potential new development on these slopes has the
potential to be visually significant.

Major woodland block
Areas of deciduous, coniferous and mixed woodland that are key features within the
landscape.

New Development
Areas of new development that are not currently shown on the 1:10K base map, but have been
identified as built or in the process of being built as a result of field survey.

Soft Green Urban Edge

The settlement is lined with a combination of trees, hedgerows or woodland which screens the
edge within views from surrounding landscape setting areas. For the purpose of this Study,
these edges were identified by a review of aerial photos, followed by verification in the field.

Hard Exposed Urban Edge

There is an absence of vegetation or screening at the settlement edge, which results in an
abrupt transition between built edge and surrounding landscape setting within views. For the
purpose of this Study, these edges were identified by a review of aerial photos, followed by
verification in the field.

Urban Greenspace Character

Key areas of greenspace within the settlement or at the settlement edges. For the purposes of
this Study, these were identified by a review of aerial photos and include playing fields,
recreation grounds, school playing fields, cemeteries, golf courses and campsites (within the
urban fabric) or any greenspace that appears to be public as a result of an open edge or
presence of a playground.

Urban Gateway
The point at which there is a sense of arrival within or departure from the settlement.

Visual Detractor
A feature which is visible within views to the settlement or across the landscape setting area
which is considered to detract from the character of the landscape within that area.

Landmarks

Key features (which are often tall vertical elements, such as church or water towers) which are
visible within views to the settlement or across the landscape setting area, provide orientation
and contribute to recognisable local sense of place.

Landscape Setting Area

Areas of locally similar character at the settlement edges, defined at a scale which fit within the
broader landscape character areas defined within the Landscape Character Assessment (at a
scale of 1;25,000).

Key Traffic Route
Motorways, A and B roads, which have been identified on the 1:25K OS maps

Key Pedestrian Route
Public Rights of Way, as identified within the Epping Forest District Adopted Local Plan (1998)
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Key Long Distance View
Key views of the settlement edge from roads and footpaths at distance from the settlement
edge.

Key Short Distance View
Key views of the settlement edge from roads and footpaths within close proximity of the
settlement edge.

Definition of terms used on Historic Character Figures:

Ancient Woodland
Areas that have been continuously wooded since at least 1600 AD as defined by Epping Forest
District Council and Natural England.

Veteran Trees

A tree that is of interest biologically, culturally or aesthetically because of its age, size or
condition. Normally over 250 years old with a girth at breast height of over 3 metres.
However, other factors must be considered such as the location and past management of the
Tree. These were identified as part of the Epping Forest District Council Veteran Tree Survey
(work is ongoing).

Ancient Landscape
As set out on the Local Plan maps (accompanying the Epping Forest District Adopted Local
Plan, 1998 and subsequent alterations, 2006, published 2008).

18" to 19" Century enclosure
As defined as part of the Essex Historic Landscape Characterisation Project® (work is ongoing):
fields that were enclosed during the 18" and 19% centuries.

Common Land
As defined as part of the Essex Historic Landscape Characterisation Project (work is ongoing).

Historic Fields with boundary loss

As defined as part of the Essex Historic Landscape Characterisation Project (work is ongoing):
This represents field boundary loss since the 1950’s due to mechanisation, changes in
agricultural practices, often as a result of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). This may
range from the loss of a single boundary (two fields merged into one) or many field boundaries.
The resultant field is a palimpsest, with edges that may have several periods of origin.
Surviving edges are of historic importance.

Modern fields: post 1950

As defined as part of the Essex Historic Landscape Characterisation Project (work is ongoing):
Modern field enclosure can either be nested within a pre-existing field system or be a totally
new field system that has over-written the prior landscape. These occur either at random
across the landscape, or may be focussed around the fringes of urban settlement, being part of
the peri-urban fringe: or along new infrastructure such as motorways.

Mineral extraction
As defined as part of the Essex Historic Landscape Characterisation Project (work is ongoing).

? Information provided by Alison Bennett, Essex Historic Environment Record, Essex County Council
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